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Peaceful Pines
Thoughts from Pastor Scott –

May 2015

What makes for true healing?  Sometimes we
experience or observe healing moments. People
experience relief from or the removal of things that
cause pain, disease or discomfort.  Medical science
has found ways to administer therapeutic treatment,
surgery, drugs and interventions that can definitely
bring physical healing to the human body. This is a
gift that God has given us so that as a community we
grow in our care for one another.  The human body
has many ways to be monitored and many entry
points that reveal our Creator’s intelligent design.
Still, with all the means to address physical and
mental well being through medical means, there is
something missing from the equation if we neglect
the heart and soul of a person that is both social and
spiritual.

The response of street protests, peaceful and
riotous, to racism and police brutality are a “wakeup”
call to the fact that true peace and healing is needed
in our world.  Racism is symptomatic of deeper
social/spiritual problems.  This requires the very
healing work and presence of God’s grace in and
through people.  In such a time as this, Christians
must examine their hearts and ask God for a deeper
healing that can purge us from racist attitudes,
thoughts or reactions.  Healing is essential within the
soul for there to be healing in our society.  Jesus
came to bear our sins and bring us true healing
through the power of forgiveness.  Jesus came to be
our Prince of Peace, and has called us to be
ambassadors of reconciliation, agents of God’s
Kingdom of love and light.
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 Paul said it this way:  We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s
behalf: Be reconciled to God.  God made him
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:20-21

Becoming the righteousness of God is not a simple
matter.  Being ambassadors is not a simple matter.
Being reconciled to God and one another involves all
of who we are and a healing that is spiritual, social
and personal.  This is where our conversations must
go if we are to know true healing and true peace.
The problems of violence and racism speak to our
conscience because we know something must
change.  How to seek the peace and welfare of our
cities, our neighborhoods, our families, and our
marriages comes down to the question of what
makes for true healing and peace.  The gospel of
Jesus Christ is the prophetic word of the Church, of
God’s people as salt and light in the world.   The
witness of God’s grace in Christ is the “remedy” the
world needs today, just as it has always been
needed.  The other day in Baltimore, amidst the tense
standoff between police and protestors, a boy
distributed water bottles to both sides.  This simple
gesture of peace tells us that we must seek to act on
child-like faith and hope; like that of the boy who
believed his sack lunch could feed a multitude of 5000
along the hills of Galilee.  Of course, faith that is
healing is not without a personal belief in the power
of God’s love. Jesus trusted that the power of His
Father’s love could forgive people.  “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.”  In our world
today, we must ask God to forgive us and others for
true healing to occur.

This brings me to one other, very essential, point.
Healing and peace are vitally connected. When a
person has come into a personal relationship of faith
in Jesus Christ, there is an exchange of one’s old life
for a new life.  There is a beginning work of
transformation that shall continue as one discovers
what the new life in Jesus Christ is about.  The
manifestation of God’s Spirit in a believer is peace.
This peace is shown in acts of love and kindness.
This peace is a gift that leads us along the path of
righteousness and reconciliation.

The very Lord Jesus is the one who disciples us in
this Peace.  May we seek to abide in Christ’s peace in
our daily walk, personally and socially?  Is this not a
time of Great Awakening?

Pastor Scott Arnold

Pentecost May 24th

First Baptist Church of Bedford
will celebrate its 59th anniversary on

May 27th.  Praise God!
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Connections Building Scheduling
Scheduling will take place through our church
office administrator, Bonnie Sestito.
781-275-8151. Email at:
Connections153@gmail.com

ART CLASSES at
CONNECTIONS BUILDING -
Pastor Scott has begun teaching adult art classes.
A weekday “Creative Expressions” adult art class
now meets Thursday mornings from 10:30 am –12
noon in the basement of the connections building.
The cost of the class will be very minimal, since we
did receive a grant from the Stillman Association.
However, $5 per session will help cover a portion of
the material costs.  Currently we have 5 participants.
Please call or email Pastor Scott if interested.   810-
348-1382.  Email him at scotteagle7@aol.com.   The
idea is that a group of 4 or more can regularly meet for
creative growth, expression and support.

May 25th

Y.E.S. - Youth Engaged Spiritually
May 2015

First Baptist Church of Bedford, MA.  153 Concord Rd.
at “CONNECTIONS”.

Meetings – Y.E.S. Youth Group meetings will occur
the first and third Saturday nights of each month.

Growing Together – Sunday morning after
worship the YES youth group meets as a class downstairs
for our own discussion in the “Union Street Café ”
area from 11:15 am till 12 noon.  The discussion is on
the Scripture from the worship service.

Deep Diving Bible Studies –  Facebook and
Face to Face - If you are interested in being a part of a
Bible Study with others that utilizes Facebook and
weekly “Face to Face” meetings after church at the
Connections Building to discuss big life issues in light of
God’s Word, then let us know your email and join the
“Bright Faces Shining in Awe” Facebook group and
pray for one another, please let Pastor Scott know to
invite you to join.  scotteagle7@aol.com.

Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/11495465150
71414/  to see and join.  The name of our
church youth Facebook group page is
“Bright Faces Shining in Awe”.



TABCOM Search Committee
 
The TABCOM Search Committee has been 
meeting to find a new Executive Minister 
upon Rev. Dr. Tony Pappas’ retiring.  The list 
is now down to three candidates, and we 
may know who will be the new Executive 
Minister as early as July.  Please pray daily 
for the committee and the process.   

       Stillman 
Association Youth

The Stillman Youth meet 
next on Saturday, May 2, 4:00-7:00 pm, at 
Lincoln Park Baptist Church (1450 Washing-
ton St.) in W. Newton.  Rev. Jie Jiao is the 
contact.

The SSA Youth Retreat is planned for May 
29-30 at Grotonwood (167 Prescott St.) in 
Groton.  Contact Bonnie Sestito at 
781-641-1095.  

This schedule including Camp Unite, July 
5-11 at Oceanwood in Ocean Park, ME, can 
be found at www.stillmanassociation.org.   

ABWM News

The ABWM of MA 
Conference will be held June 5-6 at the 
Radisson Chelmsford.  The theme is “See…
myself, my home, my church, my 
community.”  A flyer and registration form 
are included in this newsletter and may also 
be found on:  www.abwmofma.org.  

National Women’s Day will be held just prior 
to the Mission Summit on June 26 in 
Overland Park/Kansas City.  Join Pastor 
Scott & Marilyn who will be attending the 
summit.  Registration is available online at 
www.americanbaptists2015.com.

On May 30 at 1:00 pm, 
there will be a fundraiser 
tea for the State Project 
(Women & Girls Mission 
Fund) at First Baptist 
Attleboro.  There will be 

tea and  entertainment including a play by 
the women.  Talented youth will be 
showcased including our own Brianna 
Beasley who will be performing the spiritual 
dance she did for us on Easter Sunday!  
Please join us.  Tickets are $10 and are 
available from Twila Wanamaker.

Stillman Association Women
Please save the date for Mission-A-Rama, 
to be held on October 24 at First Baptist 
Waltham in conjunction with the Fall 
Gathering of the Stillman Association.

Women’s Fellowship

The Women’s Fellowship will meet on 
Monday, May 18, at 7:30 pm in the café.  
Marion Bryan will chair, Jean Smith will lead 
the devotional, and Margaret Henderson will 
host.  Our focus will be a Kitchen Paper 
Shower.  We invited the whole church to 
contribute to supplying the kitchen, café and 
bathrooms of the church.  Paper towels and 
toilet paper are especially needed.  All 
women of the church are welcome to the 
meeting!

Congratulations!

Sheila McCravy Ghazarian was elected to 
the TABCOM Board of Directors at the 
recent TABCOM Annual Gathering.  Thank 
you for representing First Baptist Bedford 
and the Stillman Association.  We look 
forward to hearing from you about what’s 
happening at the state level.

http://www.stillmanassociation.org
http://www.stillmanassociation.org
http://www.abwmofma.org
http://www.abwmofma.org
http://www.americanbaptists2015.com
http://www.americanbaptists2015.com
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GOODNESS, GRIEF and GRACE (3G)  -
Friendship and support for life healing.   This
ministry has begun and will meet on alternate
Wednesday Mornings at 11:00am at Carol
Draper’s apartment. The next meeting will be
on May 6th.

CHOIR PRACTICE
Our Minister of Music, Joan Mickel is taking a
medical leave and choir practices are sus-
pended until the fall. Get well soon, Joan!

Thank you to Grace Park and Jim Steeves for
their keyboard support.

PRAISE PRACTICES
Every Sunday Morning at 9:00am and once a month
on a Thursday TBD.

THANK YOU to the Church family for a
great job in cleaning our church and grounds
this last April 18th.  Way to go CHURCH!!!

FBC Bi-ANNUAL MEETING
Date for the May Bi-Annual meeting is TBD.

Friends of MBMM Banquet
This is the biggest fundraiser of the year for
Massachusetts Baptist Multicultural Ministries!
The Friends of MBMM Banquet will be held
Saturday, May 9, 6:00-9:00 pm, at the Hellenic
Cultural Center in Watertown, MA.  If you
remember, MBMM was started right here at First
Baptist Bedford by Rev. Dr. Mar Imsong who is
MBMM’s  Executive Director.  Let’s support his
efforts. First Baptist Bedford has purchased a
table for 10.  There are only two tickets left at the
reduced rate of $20 each. Contact Twila
Wanamaker if you would like to attend.

MOTHER’S DAY – May 10th
The children will give mothers and women of
all ages flowers on Mother’s Day.

CHILDREN’S DAY – June 12th
Our children’s Sunday School for the academic
season will conclude with a time of the children
singing in church and an awards luncheon at
the Connections building.  The theme will be
“God’s Banquet Table”.  A formal gathering in
the upper level to show appreciation for
teachers, students and volunteers will follow
the luncheon in the lower level.  Details for the
luncheon will be forthcoming. Talk with Linda
Blades.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Theme: “Cross-Cultural VBS”.  August 10-13 (M-Th) in
the Evenings (5:30 – 8:00pm).  This will be an exciting
time to learn more about our unity and diversity in
Christ.
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 Worship Assistant or Communion Service
If you can help with Worship Assistant or
Communion Service, please speak to Linda
Blades.

Ushers
If you would like to help by ushering, please speak to
Mentha or Ozell ”OJ” Johnson.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Pastor Scott will be in his church office on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to
11 am.

He will be available on a regular basis during
these hours. He is also available by
appointment and by calling or texting 810-348-
1382. Pastor Scott’s e-mail address is
scotteagle7@aol.com.

Church Administrative Secretary
 Bonnie Sestito will be in the church office on
Thursdays or she can be reached via e-mail:
bfs35@hotmail.com. You may send her bulletin
information, directory information and contact
her with questions of building scheduling.

Kay Barbieri
Laura Davis
Carol Draper
Sally Eisenhauer
Margaret Henderson
Mentha and OJ Johnson
Bill Kennard
Barbara Magovern
Delores McCravy
Joan Mickel
Ed Murphy
Gloria Pass
The Russell Family
Kevin Willis

     The Korean Fellowship
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Deadline for JUNE
“Friendly Visitor”

is
May 17th

Please e-mail your news to Jean Smith or Irving Smith.

You may e-mail Jean

at audjea@aol.com or Irving at irvrevallion@aol.com

If you are not receiving this newsletter via
e-mail and would like to, please send your
e-mail address to one of the editors.
Mother Earth thanks you!

Videos of the Church’s services and sermons are
available online at www.fbcbedford.net

FBC Contacts
Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Scott Arnold

scotteagle7@aol.com
781-275-8151
Cell: 810-348-1382

Pastor of Korean Fellowship: Rev. Dr. Isaac Park
Issacpark153@hotmail

Chair of Ministry Team: Ozell (OJ) Johnson
  oj9flk@verizon.net

Minister to Youth & Family:  Linda Blades
Tblades289@aol.com

        Cell: 508-872-0797

Minister of Music:             Joan Mickel
                                               joanmickel@aol.com
                                                781-275-6404

Church Administrator: Bonnie Sestito
Bfs35@hotmail.com

Wednesdays
Bible Study/Prayer Group

6-7 pm

Thursdays
Weekly Art Classes
10:30 – 12 noon

___________________________________________

Saturday, May 2nd
Stillman Youth

Lincoln Park Baptist
West Newton, MA

4 – 7 pm

Wednesday, May 6th
“3G” Meeting

11 am
@ Carol Draper’s home in Billerica

Saturday, May 9th
MBMM Banquet

Hellenic Cultural Center
Watertown, MA

6 – 9 pm

Monday, May 18th
Women’s Fellowship

7:30 pm

Saturday/Sunday May 29-30
SSA Youth Retreat

Grotonwood, MA

Saturday, May 30th

“Tea for Two: Mother & Daughter
Spring Tea” Fundraiser

1 pm
First Baptist Church

Attleboro, MA
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May Birthdays

 2 Carol D
 6 Derek M
 6 Mary Z
 8 Drew K
12 Danielle Mc
12 Camdyn S
14 Joan M
18 Paul S
18 Havanna U
27 Wesley Mc
28 Alyssa Mc

Did we miss your birthday??
Let us know!!

May Anniversaries

None

Did we miss your anniversary??
Let us know!!

May 10th



~ May 2015 ~~ May 2015 ~~ May 2015 ~~ May 2015 ~~ May 2015 ~ !

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Connections Live 

Live Music       
Open Mic 

7-9 pm 

2      SSYA
Lincoln Park 

Baptist 
West Newton

4-7 pm
3 Worship Service
       10 am
Growing Together
     11:10 am

Communion Sunday

4 5 6    3G Meeting 
   Carol Drapers
 11 am - 12 noon

  Bible Study/Prayer
       6 - 7 pm

7 Art Classes
   @Connections
     Bldg.
10:30 to 12 noon

8 9  MBMM   
  Banquet
 Watertown, MA
     6 - 9 pm

10 Worship Service
       10 am
Growing Together
     11:10 am

MOTHER’S DAY

11 12  Deacons Mtg
  6 pm

MT Meeting
7 pm

13  
   Bible Study/Prayer
       6 - 7 pm

14  Art Classes   
 @Connections
     Bldg.
10:30 to 12 noon

15 16 

17 Worship Service
       10 am
Growing Together
     11:10 am

18 Women’s  
     Fellowship
      7:30 pm

19 20 
 Bible Study/Prayer
       6 - 7 pm

21 Art Classes
   @Connections
     Bldg.
10:30 to 12 noon

22 23 

24 Worship Service
       10 am
Growing Together
     11:10 am

25 

  MEMORIAL DAY

26 27 
   Bible Study/Prayer
       6 - 7 pm

 Art Classes
   @Connections
     Bldg.
10:30 to 12 noon

29 SSA Youth  
    Retreat
    Grotonwood

30  SSA Youth  
    Retreat
    Grotonwood
  Spring Tea
FBC Attleboro,
     MA

31 Worship Service
       10 am
Growing Together
     11:10 am

Notes:Notes:Notes:Notes:Notes:Notes:

More Calendars with US Holidays: Jun 2015, Jul 2015, PDF Calendar


