
Published by the Communications Committee
of the First Baptist Church of Bedford,

Jean Smith and Irving Smith

January 2014

Peaceful Pines –
Thoughts from the Pastor

II Corinthians 5:15  “And he died for all, that those who
live should no longer live for themselves but for him
who died for them and was raised again.” (NIV)

The gospel of Jesus Christ is transformational.
There is no transformation, according to Jesus,
unless a “seed” falls to the ground and “dies”, and
new life arises from the seed.  To a world that is
focused upon self-fulfillment, self-entitlement, self-
gratification, self-determination, and self-
acceptance; the message of Jesus’ sacrifice on the
cross and His call for disciples to “die to
themselves” seems counter logical.  Still, there is a
common understanding among all human beings
that we find our greatest purpose in contributing to
the whole, leaving a legacy, sacrificing for others,
serving in kindness, showing forgiveness and living
in a way that goes beyond selfishness.  The gospel
of Christ and His Kingdom is exactly this, and it
goes beyond culture and supersedes religious
affection with a reality of change in one’s heart,
mind and action.  The possibility of living beyond
oneself, the possibility of being part of God’s
Kingdom purposes, are what distinguishes a
person as being a disciple of Jesus and a child of
God. All of this, however, is not truly sustainable or
ultimately genuine unless a person is “Born Again”
of God’s Holy Spirit.

Here is where faith and the reception of God’s
grace come into view through Jesus Christ.  “He
died for all” means that anyone who believes in him
“shall not perish, but have everlasting life” (John
3:16).  When we do receive Jesus and begin to
“die” to sin, something replaces the old life of
selfishness – believers are “no longer living for
themselves” and are living “for Him who died for
them”.
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How could we live for one who died unless that one
who died is once again alive, indeed that He was
“raised again”.   The truth and revelation of God is that
we have a Savior who gave the ultimate sacrifice,
and calls forth disciples who will join Him in “death”
and “resurrection”, trusting God and obeying the
leading and example of Jesus who leads us beyond
selfish living to “Kingdom of God” living that shows
itself in a radically different lifestyle.  This means that
faith is not to be set apart from life.  This entails every
aspect of our being seen in relationship to God and
one another.

In the months to come, we at First Baptist Church of
Bedford are going through a journey where together
we are “Seeking the Kingdom of God”.   Come to
Sunday Mornings with an expectation of growing in
your faith and sharing with others the joy of worship
and serving God.   Worship is now at 10am.  Also,
come and get involved with “Sunday School”
following worship from 11:30am – 12:20pm.  The
format will involve classes for all ages, and lively
discussion for the adult classes.   The adult classes
will be using the book “Prelude, The Kingdom of God”,
and donations for the book will go to the Philippine
relief fund.    Also, be sure to attend the Martin Luther
King Jr. service on Sunday afternoon, January 12th,
we are blessed to live out the vision God gave this
beloved servant-leader and pastor.

Be in prayer for God’s leading and our deepened
commitment to develop in a faith that is greater
because we are focused upon Jesus Christ and living
for Him.

In Christ,
Pastor Scott Arnold    (810-348-1382) 
scotteagle7@aol.com

Mission Statement of the
First Baptist Church of Bedford

• To reach out to all people with the love that is ours
in Jesus Christ,

• To share with them the good news of His saving
grace,

• To serve the Lord as a family of faith,

   • To experience through Bible study, prayer and
worship, the comfort, inner peace, hope and joy

      that comes from being close to God.

Installation of Pastor Scott

YOU ARE INVITED TO
THE INSTALLATION

SERVICE OF

REV. DR. SCOTT ARNOLD

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
BEDFORD

155 Concord Road, Bedford, MA

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2014

TIME: 4:00 p.m.

Special Guests
Music

Refreshments

EPIPHANY JANUARY 6
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41st Annual Service
Commemorating the Life of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
On Sunday, January 12, 2014, the First Baptist
Church of Bedford will celebrate its 41st annual
observance of the life of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. This commemorative service, open to
all in the community, will begin at 4 p.m. and
provide time for a remembrance and reflection
on the life and accomplishments of this
American Baptist minister and civil rights
leader. Our speakers will be Rev. Dr. Scott T.
Arnold and Mr. Alonzo Chisholm.

Following the service, there will be a time of
fellowship and reflection. Refreshments will
also be provided.

This special service is an integral part of the
outreach activities of the First Baptist Church of
Bedford.

Annual reports are due on or before
January 19, 2014.  All Ministers and
Officers are asked to turn in their reports,
as soon as possible, to the Acting  Clerk,
Jean Smith, so they can be compiled,
printed  and bound before the Annual
Meeting, which is scheduled for Sunday,
February 9, 2014 immediately following
church service.

Nominating Committee

It’s that time of year again when we start to
make plans for the coming year.

Everyone is asked to pray and consider how
you would like to serve First Baptist Church in
2014. If you would like to serve as an officer or a
member of the Board, please speak to Jean
Smith, Acting Chair of the Nominating
Committee
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ABWM News
Following the World Mission Conference
2014, which will be held July 21-25 at
Green Lake, AB Women’s Ministries will

hold an Intergenerational Retreat, July 26-29, also at
Green Lake instead of the national women’s conference.
Also AB Women’s Ministries will be hosting a Cruise to
the Bahamas, September 19-22.
As details on the retreat and/or the
cruise are available, they will be
posted on: www.abwministries.org.

“Glorify the Lord with me:
Let us exalt His name together.”

Psalm 34:3

Visitation
The Visitation Team is up and running with the goal of
visiting as many people in the congregation as we can.
In groups of two, we have already made some visits and
plan to resume visits after the first of the year.  We
promise to call before we come and we will stay no more
than a half-hour.  You don’t need to prepare any food
or clean your house…we’re just coming to visit!  Don’t be
surprised if you get a call.

Twila Wanamaker, Mark Wanamaker, Irving Smith,
Mike Gwinn, Mary Zellner, Linda Blades, and Pastor
Scott

REFRESHMENT HOSTS NEEDED
Fellowship hosts are needed for our Fellowship time
after the service. Please check your calendar and
speak to Patricia Foster if you are able to serve as
host or hostess. Thank you.

Attention Youth and
Youth Leaders
The youth in the American Baptist Churches in the
Samuel Stillman Association gather together the first
Saturday of each month, unless noted, from 4 PM to 7
PM.  Gatherings are hosted by the churches in the
association.

TBD:
January 4, 2014
February 1, 2014
March 1, 2014
April 5, 2014
May 3, 2014

May 30 - 31, 2014
SSA Youth Retreat
Grotonwood Camp and Conference Center
167 Prescott St.
Groton, MA  01450

The purpose of the Gatherings is for youth to get
together to worship, hear a missionary speaker, do Bible
study, play games, and have fun, and fellowship over
supper.  If you are a church in the Stillman Association--
and First Baptist Bedford, you are-- and would like to
host a Youth Gathering, contact Bonnie Sestito, 781-
641-1095 or bfs35@hotmail

FBC FEBRUARY RETREAT
Saturday, February 22nd

More information to follow

FBC CHURCH DIRECTORY
(now available  on-line)
FBC has enrolled in a free instant church
directory. Using your email address you will
be able to request access to download and
sync FBC directory onto your smart phone or
tablet. See Pastor Scott for instructions.
The Church Directory needs pictures. Please
send pictures to Kelsey or Pastor Scott.
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Women’s Fellowship
The next meeting of the Women’s Fellowship
is our dinner out to be held Monday, January 20,
2014 celebrating a year well spent.   We will
meet at the 99 Restaurant (Middlesex Turnpike,
Billerica) at 6:00 pm, Dutch treat.  Please let
Barbara Magovern know if you will attend.  All
women of the church are invited and encouraged to
attend.

Thank You
Joan Mickel wishes to thank all those FBC
members and friends who contributed to the
beautiful Christmas gifts.

Vision Casting
Adult Sunday School will be using “Prelude,
The Kingdom of God” series (written by the
Pastor) beginning in January and will go until
May 2014. The Pastor plans to lead a mid-week
study/small group on Wednesdays from 5:45
pm to 6:45 pm at the parsonage. These
meetings will conclude with prayer time
replacing the current prayer meetings on
Wednesday nights.

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

Sunday, February 9, 2014

(Immediately after church)

All members are urged to attend,
as a quorum is needed

to conduct church business

Music Ministry and Practices
You are invited to come on Wednesday
evenings to the church for Music practice at
7pm.  These practices will combine the singing
of choral music and praise songs in
preparation for Sunday morning worship.  This
will likewise be a time when vocalists and
instrumentalists can come together in joyful
practice.  Pastor Scott and Joan Mickel are
working together to help us make a joyful noise
in song.
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 FLOWERS for JANUARY, 2014
If you wish to place flowers on the piano, please
indicate on the Flower Chart in the narthex the date and
name(s) of those you are remembering or honoring.
Flowers cost $15.

 Please remember to put your payment in an envelope
marked “Flowers” and place it in the Offering plate.

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER
GROUP and SCRIPTURE MEDITATION

The Wednesday evening Prayer Group meets at the
church on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. All are urged to
attend and lift up your prayer requests.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
WORSHIP
If you can help with Worship Assistant or Communion
Service, please speak to Linda Blades.

Please speak to Mentha or OJ Johnson if you are
available to serve as an usher.

CHURCH  OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Pastor Scott will be in his church office on Tuesday
and Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
He will be available on a regular basis during these
hours. He is also available by appointment and by
calling or texting 810-348-1382. Pastor Scott’s e-mail
address is scotteagle7@aol.com.

Church Office Secretary – Kelsey Stevens is
happy to help in any way with church
communications and information as the church
secretary at 781-275-8151. She is normally available
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at the church
office.

Kay Barbieri Family
Annie Bombard (Twila’s Mother)
Richard Dickie
Ken & Carol Draper
Bob and Barbara Magovern
Laureen and Destini Moniz & Family
Rachel & Ed  Murphy
Gloria Pass
The Russell Family
Ruby Wiggett
People of the Philippines
The New Korean Fellowship
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Amazon Fundraiser
Please don't forget to place all of your Amazon
orders via the church web site, fbcbedford.net.
All Amazon.com departments qualify for a
commission if ordered through our FBC
website. Thanks to Drew Kendra for setting this
up. All proceeds will go to the parsonage
refurbishment fund.

Deadline for FEBRUARY
“Friendly Visitor”

is
Sunday

JANUARY 19

Please e-mail your news to Jean Smith or Irving
Smith.  You may e-mail Jean at

audjea@aol.com or Irving at
irvrevallion@aol.com

FBC Contacts
Minister             Rev. Dr. Scott Arnold

scotteagle7@aol.com
781-275-8151
Cell: 810-348-1382

Chair of Ministry Team: Laureen Moniz
  Lmoniz6859@msn.com
 Cell: 781-879-3830

Minister to Youth & Family:  Linda Blades
        Cell: 508-872-0797

Minister of Music:         Joan Mickel
         781-275-6404

2014
Worship Service starts at 10 a.m.

beginning January 5th for 5 months

Sunday, January 5, 2014
Installation Service for

Pastor Scott Arnold
4 p.m.

Sunday, January 12, 2014
Martin Luther King, Jr. Service

4 p.m.

January 21, 2014
Women’s Fellowship

Dinner @ 99 Restaurant
Middlesex Turnpike Turnpike, Billerica

All women of the church are invited
Please respond to Barbara Magovern

January 25, 2014
Leadership Development Day

Grotonwood Camp
8:30 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.
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January Birthdays

 4 Patricia F
 5 Lydia N
10 Anthony F
18 Isabella H
18 Miles H
26 Bob M

Did we miss your birthday??
Let us know!!

OTHER CHURCH ACTIVITIES

• Prayer Group at FBC
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

•  Eliot Community Residents
   Monthly on a Wednesday (TBA)

•  VA Hospital Ministry
      3rd Sunday of every month

January Anniversaries

None

Did we miss your anniversary??
Let us know!!

         2014



JANUARY 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Prayer Group  
6 p.m.

Music Practice  
7 p.m.

2 3 4

5 Worship 
Service 10 a.m.
S/Schl 11:45 am 
-12:30 pm
 Pastorʼs 
Installation 
Service 4 p.m.

6 7 8 Prayer Group  
6 p.m.

 Music Practice 
         7 p.m.

9 10 11

12 Worship 
Service 10 a.m.
S/Schl 11:45 am  
-12:30 pm 
MJK, Jr Service

4 p.m.

13 14 15 Prayer 
Group  6 p.m.

 Music Practice 
         7 p.m.

16 17 18

19 Worship 
Service 10 a.m.
S/Schl 11:45 am  
-12:30 pm

20 MLK, Jr. Day
Womenʼs 
Fellowship 
Dinner 6 p.m.

21 22 Prayer 
Group  6 p.m.

 Music Practice 
         7 p.m.

23 24 25 Leadership   
Dev. Day

Grotonwood

26 Worship 
Service 10 a.m.
S/Schl 11:45 am  
-12:30 pm

27 28 29 Prayer 
Group  6 p.m.

 Music Practice 
         7 p.m.

30 31


