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Peaceful Pines –
Thoughts from the Pastor

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way
opened for us through the curtain, that is, his
body, and since we have a great priest over
the house of God, let us draw near to God with
a sincere heart and with the full assurance
that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled
to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water. Let
us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess,
for he who promised is faithful.  And let us
consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another—and all
the more as you see the Day approaching.
Hebrews 10:19-26

Connections are essential for life.  When the
writer of Hebrews was inspired to encourage and
challenge the church, he had two goals in mind.
The first was to inspire God’s people to have a
greater encounter of God, through their
connection to Jesus, in worship.  The second was
to remind the people how important it is to have
fellowship together, to “spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.” We can surmise,
therefore, that the early church struggled with
understanding the role of Jesus in opening the
way (by his blood sacrifice) to the holy presence
of God.  To clarify this the church is challenged to
see Jesus as the “priest over the house of God”.
Through Jesus we may draw near to God,
through Jesus God cleanses our hearts and
clears our guilty conscience.  This comes through
confession of our sin and a confidence in the
saving work of Jesus (not our own works or
sincere efforts).
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Worship is meant to be a cleansing, purifying and
redeeming time when we connect with God through
Jesus Christ as we assemble together.

If worship was enough for the Christian life we could
simply come and go from the sanctuary without
talking to one another.  That would be cold, wouldn’t
it?  Yet, how often do we come and go from church
without having a depth of conversation, support and
study?  The writer of Hebrews challenged the church
to “not give up meeting together”.   Apparently a habit
of minimal involvement had developed.  I am reminded
of the pastor who asked his congregation the
question:  “Are you a pillar or a caterpillar?”  People
wondered what he meant.  The pastor continued:
“There are pillars of the faith who stand tall together,
then there are caterpillars who creep in and creep
out.”  I would take the preacher’s illustration further.
The caterpillars can become transformed once they
stay, form a cocoon in the fellowship of the church,
and are transformed into pillars by the work of God’s
grace and the fellowship of believers in Jesus Christ.

With the new format of our church now including
Sunday school (Bible encounter small groups) after
worship, we have the opportunity to meet together
for support and growth at a greater depth for growth.
You may have important reasons not to stay
afterward, we understand that.  However, for each
of us to reach Christ’s potential and for the church to
become strong and vibrant, regular meeting is vitally
important. It will lead to personal and congregational
transformation.  If you can’t make it after church,
consider starting or joining in a small group or
participating in Wednesday evening prayer meetings
at 6:00pm.

 In Christ we are called to great joy and Kingdom
service.

 Pastor Scott Arnold

Mission Statement of the
First Baptist Church of Bedford

• To reach out to all people with the love that is ours
in Jesus Christ,

• To share with them the good news of His saving
grace,

• To serve the Lord as a family of faith,

   • To experience through Bible study, prayer and
worship, the comfort, inner peace, hope and joy

      that comes from being close to God.

MISSIONS

We will be collecting the America for Christ offering
on March 30th.

Mary Zellner
Missions

Deadline for MARCH
“Friendly Visitor”

is
Sunday

FEBRUARY 16th

Please e-mail your news to Jean Smith or Irving
Smith.  You may e-mail Jean at

audjea@aol.com or Irving at
irvrevallion@aol.com



3

Vision Casting
Adult Sunday School will be using “Prelude,
The Kingdom of God” series (written by the
Pastor) beginning in January and will go until
May 2014. The Pastor plans to lead a mid-week
study/small group on Wednesdays evenings at
the parsonage. These meetings will conclude
with prayer time replacing the current prayer
meetings on Wednesday nights.

Envisioning Retreat
An Envisioning Retreat will be held at
Grotonwood on Saturday, February 22nd from
9am-3 pm.  Please see Pastor Scott or Linda
Blades for details.

Visitation
The Visitation Team is up and running with the goal of
visiting as many people in the congregation as we can.
In groups of two, we have already made some visits and
plan to resume visits in 2014.  We promise to call before
we come and we will stay no more than a half-hour.
You don’t need to prepare any food or clean your
house…we’re just coming to visit!  Don’t be surprised if
you get a call.

Twila Wanamaker, Mark Wanamaker, Irving Smith,
Mike Gwinn, Mary Zellner, Linda Blades, and Pastor
Scott

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

Sunday, February 9, 2014

 (Immediately after church)

All members are urged to attend,
as a quorum is needed

to conduct church business

Youth Ministries

Pastor Scott is leading the Middle and High
School students in Sunday School class and
plans are underway to have activities for the
youth such as concerts, bowling, mission work
etc.

Music Ministry and Practices

You are invited to come on Wednesday evenings to
the church for Music practice at 7pm.  These
practices will combine the singing of choral music and
praise songs in preparation for Sunday morning
worship.  This will likewise be a time when vocalists
and instrumentalists can come together in joyful
practice.  Pastor Scott and Joan Mickel are working
together to help us make a joyful noise in song.

Women’s Fellowship
The women of the church will meet Monday, February
24, at 7:30 pm in the café.  Please join us for our
organizational meeting, which will be chaired by Twila
Wanamaker.  She will also lead the devotional and
Linda Blades will be the hostess. We will plan the
schedule for 2014-2015 and elect officers. Let’s make
this an exciting year!
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FLOWERS for FEBRUARY, 2014
If you wish to place flowers on the piano, please
indicate on the Flower Chart in the narthex the date and
name(s) of those you are remembering or honoring.
Flowers cost $15.

 Please remember to put your payment in an envelope
marked “Flowers” and place it in the Offering plate.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
WORSHIP

Childcare Volunteers Needed

Linda Blades is looking for volunteers for childcare
during the worship hour.  We are looking for folks
willing to be on a rotation to care for children under 6
years old during worship.  It would be great if we
could get enough folks so that volunteers only needed
to do it once every 6 weeks or so.

Worship Assistant or Communion Service
If you can help with Worship Assistant or Communion
Service, please speak to Linda Blades.

Ushers
If you would like help by ushering, please speak to
Mentha or Ozell ”OJ” Johnson.

CHURCH  OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Pastor Scott will be in his church office on Tuesday
and Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
He will be available on a regular basis during these
hours. He is also available by appointment and by
calling or texting 810-348-1382. Pastor Scott’s e-mail
address is scotteagle7@aol.com.

Church Office Secretary – Kelsey Stevens is
happy to help in any way with church
communications and information as the church
secretary at 781-275-8151. She is normally available
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at the church
office.

Kay Barbieri Family
Annie Bombard (Twila’s Mother)
Richard Dickie
Ken & Carol Draper
Bob and Barbara Magovern
Laureen and Destini Moniz & Family
Rachel & Ed  Murphy
Gloria Pass
The Russell Family
Ruby Wiggett
People of the Philippines
The New Korean Fellowship
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OTHER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

White Cross Project
I need some volunteers to help with rolling bandages
for the White Cross Project. If I could get a handful of
volunteers maybe we could make it a pizza party
night at church or something?  Please speak to me if
you can help.

Thanks so much,
Laureen Moniz

Amazon Fundraiser
Please don't forget to place all of your Amazon
orders via the church web site, fbcbedford.net.
All Amazon.com departments qualify for a
commission if ordered through our FBC
website. Thanks to Drew Kendra for setting this
up. All proceeds will go to the parsonage
refurbishment fund

FBC CHURCH DIRECTORY
MEMBER APP

FBC has enrolled in a free instant church
directory that allows members to request and
access and sync the directory to their device
to download.  This is a free app. The Church
Directory needs pictures. Please send pictures
to Kelsey or Pastor Rich

FBC Contacts
Minister             Rev. Dr. Scott Arnold

scotteagle7@aol.com
781-275-8151
Cell: 810-348-1382

Chair of Ministry Team: Laureen Moniz
  Lmoniz6859@msn.com
 Cell: 781-879-3830

Minister to Youth & Family:  Linda Blades
        Cell: 508-872-0797

Minister of Music:         Joan Mickel
                                           781-275-6404

2014
Worship Service starts at 10 a.m.

beginning January 5th for 5 months

Sunday, February 9, 2014
FBC Annual Meeting after church service

Saturday, February 22, 2014
Envisioning Retreat

Grotonwood
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Monday, February 24
Women’s Fellowship 7:30 p.m.

Presidents Day
February 17th
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February Birthdays

13 Pastor Scott
15 Joey Z
15 Joe N
18 Alana Mc
25 Jean S
27 Thelma R
28 Muriel M

Did we miss your birthday??
Let us know!!

OTHER CHURCH ACTIVITIES

• Prayer Group at FBC
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

•  Eliot Community Residents
   Monthly on a Wednesday (TBA)

February Anniversaries

None

Did we miss your anniversary??
Let us know!!

Happy Valentine’s Day
February 14th



FEBRUARY 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1  SSA Youth
   Gatherings
Trinity Baptist
Arlington MA
    4-7 pm

2   Worship
Service 10 am
S/Schl 11:45-
12:30 pm

3 4 5 Prayer
  Group
   6 pm_____
Music Practice
    7 pm

6 7 8

9  Worship
Service 10 am
Annual
Meeting

10 11 12 Prayer
      Group
     6 pm_____
Music Practice
    7 pm

13 14 15

16  Worship
Service 10 am
S/Schl 11:45-
12:30 pm

17 Presidents
     Day

18 19 Prayer
     Group
     6 pm_____
Music Practice
     7 pm

20 21 22 Envisioning
      Retreat
Grotonwood
9am-3pm

23 16  Worship
Service 10 am
S/Schl 11:45-
12:30 pm

24 Women’s
Fellowship
7:30 pm

25 26 Prayer
     Group
    6 pm____
Music Practice
    7 pm

27 28

Calendar by www.calendarlabs.com
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