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Peaceful Pines –
Reflections from Pastor Scott

Anticipation and patience are not tolerated much in
modern society.  We like to have our mysteries solved
simply and quickly.  We want our seasons to move
along according to our schedule.  We don’t want
winter cold and shadows to linger, we are impatient
with Spring snowstorms, and we expect that we can
maintain control in matters that are actually beyond
our control.  In general, there is a tendency to forget
that God is Sovereign ruler.  Recently, while visiting a
church in northern Vermont late March, we were
among the congregation of people who looked out
through the front window (in the shape of a cross) of
the sanctuary at snow swirling around.   As in a glass
snow-globe, the wind of the spirit was giving us a
dazzling show in sparkling white.  A layperson stood
up and read Genesis 8:22   “As long as the earth
endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night will never cease.”
From this, the person affirmed that the seasons will
change, and not to forget God’s promise of Spring.
Even more, he reminded people not to forget God’s
promise of eternal life in Jesus Christ.

I have been thinking deeply about the covenant of
God.  It involves much more than we can see with our
eyes or perceive upon superficial thinking.  I think
about how people in Noah’s day could not imagine
that their way of life would end, and that a just God
would interfere in their “freedoms”.  I think about the
people who are still lost and missing from the
Malaysian Airline Jet, presumably somewhere deep in
the Indian Ocean.  People want answers, resources
are used to uncover a great mystery.  Eighteen days
later, as I write, and there is no piece of wreckage yet
found.  Families weep in the frustration of not
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knowing, of losing loved ones without a trace of
knowledge.  People want to know, but even upon
revelation, there is doubt about that which defies our
previous knowledge.  The life, death and resurrection
of Jesus was such a revelation, even as it fulfilled
Old Testament prophecy. Yet even now, after much
patience and mercy of God, and the fulfillment of
Scripture leading to the second coming of Christ,
people are not willing to believe in Jesus and know
the hope of eternal salvation, of Heaven, of God’s
Kingdom and a New body in Christ.

The question of Jesus still comes to humanity in the
midst of our anticipation and impatience:  “Who do you
say that I am?”  Peter answered “Thou Art the Christ,
the Son of the Living God”.   Look carefully in the
Scripture and see what happens next:

“From that time on Jesus began to explain to his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things at the hands of the elders, the chief
priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must
be killed and on the third day be raised to life.
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
“Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to
you!”    Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do
not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely
human concerns.”    Then Jesus said to his
disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it,
but whoever loses their life for me will find it.”  Matt
16:21-25

Peter is rebuked for his misdirected selfish ambition
which is influenced by the Devil. The ways of God
are not the ways of man. The sacrifice of Jesus was
not the invention of human will, but of God’s will and
Jesus’ obedience to His Father so that we could be
forgiven by Christ’s sacrifice as we believe and
receive the gift of God’s grace.  Being a Christian,
furthermore, is not simply a matter of benefits and
entitlement (as some might presume).  Following
Jesus involves self-denial and trust in God.  In taking
up the gospel of Jesus, the good news of salvation,
we are also bearers of the cross.  We pick up the
mantle of God’s truth and love, and discover
willingness to trust and obey God, even if it involves a
deeper covenant than we can understand or explain,
a deeper faith than we have right now in the midst of
struggle, anticipation, persecution, heartache, pain,
loss or things that take us into the unknown.

God is calling us to have faith in His Son Jesus.
When we have faith in Jesus, and trust Him, then we
will be “found”.  On the other hand, when people
have faith in themselves (the modern ideal), it is in
such a limited state of being that people can lose their
lives eternally because of an assumed superiority and
control that is false and deceptive. The very
temptation of the Serpent who said “You can become
like God” (Gen. 3:5) is believed by many.  This way of
thinking leads to a concept of salvation that is
obscured by self-centeredness in place of God-
centeredness.  Such false teaching covers up the
reality of our sinfulness and corruption, the need for a
Savior.  Consequently, there is an increasing scorn of
the cross of Jesus, an increasing denial of humanity’s
need for God to redeem.  The counterfeit religion of
our times is the god of “me” or “us”, and the deception
of self-redemption or social geniality, and it is painted
in bold colors and boastful brush strokes.

Still, the message of the cross is proclaimed by those
who know the covenant of God’s sacrificial love in
Jesus Christ.  The call is to love God with all our
heart, even to the point of trust and forgiveness.  The
call is to love others as ourselves, even to the point of
laying our lives down for the sake of others, even
those who would reject and revile us.  Jesus did
what was humanly impossible, and somehow he calls
us to do the same.  Impossible!  Perhaps on our own
strength.  Then again, if our Lord has called us to love
the unlovable, forgive the unforgivable, and bear with
the unbearable, then He has a purpose we might not
see.

As we approach the holy weeks of Palm Sunday,
Passover, Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday,
may we grow in faith that looks beyond our doubts,
fears and failings in order to discover a fresh work of
repentance and redemption.  God’s Holy Spirit is
working in our midst, calling us to patiently trust and
obey the Savior Jesus, to walk into the future with
our Lord so that in Him we grow in a faith that can
overcome whatever may come.   Jesus has risen.  He
has risen indeed!
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Outreach Giveaway – JOIN in and help reach Bedford
for Christ.  We have Bible DVD programs to give to
people as we let them know we care and welcome
their prayer requests.  We will be meeting for 1.5
hours on Saturday mornings at 10 a.m. on March 29th,
April 5th, April 19th to reach people in our community
with a simple caring message.    We are making a map
of Bedford and will go to people’s homes, walk and
pray for our community.

SPRING YOUTH MEETING – Our church (FBC
Bedford) is hosting the youth meeting of our Baptist
“Stillman Association”. April 5th,  4pm to 7pm.
Dinner included.  We are providing the music.  If you
have a song to lead or want to get involved, talk with
Pastor Scott.  810-348-1382.   We need a few
parents/adults to help out also.

Annual Meeting of the Stillman Association –
 April 12th from 9-1pm at  the International Community
Church in Allston.  There will be a combination of
meetings, workshops, a worship time and a lunch
provided by the Burmese fellowship.

Mission Statement of the
First Baptist Church of Bedford

• To reach out to all people with the love that is ours
in Jesus Christ,

• To share with them the good news of His saving
grace,

• To serve the Lord as a family of faith,

   • To experience through Bible study, prayer and
worship, the comfort, inner peace, hope and joy

      that comes from being close to God.

Multi-Church Lenten Series
Sundays in Lent (March 9 to April 6)

4:30 - 6:00 p.m.

Come and join your fellow Baptists in discovery and
fellowship as we begin our Multi-Church Lenten
Series. We will gather at a different church each of
the five (5) Sunday’s in Lent to discover and enjoy
fellowship and refreshments.

Lenten Series Schedule:

March 9- Host- FBC Lexington,
  Presenter: Scott Arnold—

March 16 - Host- FBC Bedford,
Presenter: Jim Sinclair

March 23- Host- FBC Winchester
Presenter: Mar Imsong

March 30- Host- FBC Lexington,
Presenter: Music of Lent and Hymn

                        Sing

April 6 -   Host- Trinity Baptist Church-Arlington
Presenter: Lisa Deeley Smith
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Come and Worship
First Baptist Church Bedford

Holy Week 2014

Sunday, April 13 - Palm Sunday at 10:00 am:
Celebrate the ‘arrival’ of Jesus in Jerusalem with
Palms!

Maundy Thursday, Lord’s Supper on April 17 at
7:00 pm- We are having a Maundy Thursday
recreation of the Lord's Supper. This will be a time of
reading, scripture and song. A potluck dinner will
precede the event at 6:00pm.

Good Friday Service - April 18 at 1:00 pm
We will have a worship service in the sanctuary

Resurrection Sunday April 20
• Sunrise Service at Fawn Lake at 6:30 am

• FBC All church breakfast served in the Café
at 8 am.

• Worship Service at 10 a.m.  We will
proclaim the Glorious Resurrection of our
Lord.

BEDFORD DAWN ECUMENICAL
EASTER SERVICE 2013

On Easter Morn, April 20th, early risers will gather on
the shore of Fawn Lake at 6:30m a.m. to participate in
Bedford’s ecumenical observance of Easter Sunday.
This lay led program now in it’s 63rd year, attracts
young and old of all faiths to an inspirational outdoor
setting to celebrate the enduring Easter gift of hope
and new life.

Lay members of five Bedford churches work
together, rotating leadership and active participate in
presenting a brief uplifting program of music, scripture
and message, to serve as a prelude to the Easter
celebration. Treat yourself to an unforgettable Easter!
Attend with family, neighbor, or friend.

Fawn Lake is found off North Road, down
Sweetwater Avenue, past Job Lane School entrance.
Parking is available a short block before lakeshore.
Allow five minutes for the stroll to grassy knoll where
the service is held, al fresco. It is always chilly at
lakeside, so dress warmly, especially in footwear.

In case, of inclement weather, the service will be held
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 100 Pine Hill Road.
Posted signs will advise.

Submitted by,
Marion Bryan
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ABWM News
Following the World Mission
Conference 2014, which will be held
July 21-25 at Green Lake, AB

Women’s Ministries will hold an
Intergenerational Retreat, July 26-29, also at
Green Lake instead of the national women’s
conference. Also AB Women’s
Ministries will be hosting a
Cruise to the Bahamas,
September 19-22.
As details on the retreat and/or the cruise are
available, they will be posted on:
www.abwministries.org.

“Glorify the Lord with me:
Let us exalt His name together.”

Psalm 34:3

The Visitation Team is up and running with the goal
of visiting as many people in the congregation as we
can.  In groups of two, we have already made some
visits. In March we visited Kay Barbieri, Joan Mickel,
and Laureen Moniz. We promise to call before we
come and we will stay no more than a half-hour.  You
don’t need to prepare any food or clean your
house…we’re just coming to visit!  Don’t be surprised
if you get a call.

Twila Wanamaker, Mark Wanamaker, Irving Smith,
Mike Gwinn, Mary Zellner, Linda Blades, and Pastor
Scott

TABCOM Annual Gathering
May 9-10

Four Points Sheraton,
Leominster, MA

AB Women’s Ministries of Massachusetts
Spring Conference

June 6-7
Grotonwood

Watch for registration and further details.

Women’s Fellowship
The next meeting of the Women’s Fellowship will be
on Monday, April 28th at 7:30 pm. Marion Bryan will
chair, Carol Draper will lead the devotional and Jean
Smith will serve as hostess. The focus will be on
Bedford Day planning and putting together May gift
bags. All women of the church are invited.

Please come and bring gift bags, cards, and items for
the gift bags.  Think of people who should be
receiving a gift bag.  See you on April 28th!

All Church Mission Night
Twila Wanamaker will be speaking at the All Church
Mission night about her Mission Encounter to Myanmar
(Burma) and Thailand soon. More information will
follow.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
WORSHIP

Childcare Volunteers Needed

Linda Blades is looking for volunteers for
childcare during the worship hour.  We are
looking for folks willing to be on a rotation to
care for children under 6 years old during
worship.  It would be great if we could get
enough folks so that volunteers only needed to
do it once every 6 weeks or so.

Worship Assistant or Communion Service
If you can help with Worship Assistant or
Communion Service, please speak to Linda
Blades.

Ushers
If you would like to help by ushering, please speak to
Mentha or Ozell ”OJ” Johnson

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Pastor Scott will be in his church office on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to
11 am.

He will be available on a regular basis during
these hours. He is also available by
appointment and by calling or texting 810-348-
1382. Pastor Scott’s e-mail address is
scotteagle7@aol.com.

Church Office Secretary – Kelsey
Stevens is happy to help in any way with church
communications and information as the church
secretary at 781-275-8151.

Kay Barbieri
Richard Dickie
Ken & Carol Draper
Bob and Barbara Magovern
Delores McCravy
Joan Mickel
Laureen and Destini Moniz & Family
Rachel & Ed  Murphy
Gloria Pass
The Russell Family
Ruby Wiggett Family
People of the Philippines
The New Korean Fellowship
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Amazon Fundraiser
Please don't forget to place all of your Amazon
orders via the church web site, fbcbedford.net.
All Amazon.com departments qualify for a
commission if ordered through our FBC
website. Thanks to Drew Kendra for setting this
up. All proceeds will go to the parsonage
refurbishment fund

Videos of the Church’s services and sermons are
available online at www.fbcbedford.net

Deadline for MAY
is

April 20th

Please e-mail your news to Jean Smith or Irving Smith.  You

may e-mail Jean “Friendly Visitor”
at audjea@aol.com or Irving at irvrevallion@aol.com

If you area not receiving this newsletter via
e-mail and would like to, please send your
e-mail address to one of the editors.
Mother Earth thanks you.

FBC Contacts
Minister             Rev. Dr. Scott Arnold

scotteagle7@aol.com
781-275-8151
Cell: 810-348-1382

Chair of Ministry Team: Laureen Moniz
  Lmoniz6859@msn.com
 Cell: 781-879-3830

Minister to Youth & Family:  Linda Blades
        Cell: 508-872-0797

Minister of Music:         Joan Mickel
                                           781-275-6404

2014
Worship Service starts at 10 a.m.

beginning January 5th for 5 months

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Saturday, April 5, 2014
Outreach Giveaway DVDs

10 am

SSA Youth Gatherings
First Baptist Bedford

4 to 7 pm

Saturday, April 12, 2014
Stillman Association

Annual Meeting
9 am to 1 pm

International Community Church, Allston

Sunday, April 13, 2014
Palm Sunday

Thursday, April 17, 2014
Holy Thursday

Potluck and Service
6 pm

Friday April 18, 2014
Good Friday Service

1 pm

Saturday, April 19, 2014
Outreach Giveaway DVDs

10 am

RESURRECTION SUNDAY, April 20th

Sunrise Service
Fawn Lake

6:30 am

FBC All Church Breakfast – 8 am

Worship Service – 10 am
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April Birthdays

 3 Willie S
 7 Destini M-L

Did we miss your birthday??
Let us know!!

OTHER CHURCH ACTIVITIES

• Prayer Group at FBC
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

April Anniversaries

2 Ken and Carol Draper
7 Jim and Zelia Steeves

Did we miss your anniversary??
Let us know!!

           HAPPY   EASTER



Sunda y Monda y Tue s da y We dne s da y Thurs da y Frida y Sa turda y

1 2  Prayer Group
     6 pm

Music Practice 
      7 pm

3 4 5 Outreach
   DVDs
     10 am

SSA Youth
FBC Hosting
    4-7 pm

6 Worship 
Service 10 am

S/Schl 
11:45-12:30 pm

7 8 MT meeting
      7 pm

9 Prayer Group
     6 pm

Music Practice 
      7 pm

10 11 12 Stillman 
Association 
Annual Mtg.
ICC – Allston
9- am to 1 pm

13 Palm
     Sunday
Worship Service 

10 am
S/Schl 

11:45-12:30 pm

14 15 16 Prayer Group
     6 pm

Music Practice 
      7 pm

17 Maundy  
     Thursday
  Potluck Dinner  
     6 pm followed  
by Worship Service
 

18 Good Friday
  Service at 1 pm

19 Outreach
     DVDs
     10 am

20 Resurrection
     Sunday
Worship Service 

10 am

21 22 23 Prayer Group
     6 pm

Music Practice 
      7 pm

24 25 26

27 Worship 
Service 10 am

S/Schl 
11:45-12:30 pm

28 Women’s Grp.
       7:30 pm

29 30 Prayer Group
     6 pm
Music Practice 
      7 pm

April 2014


