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Peaceful Pines
Thoughts from Pastor Scott

Heart, Health, Home… Hope

The month of November is often a time of home-
comings, preparations, settling into the holidays, and
more time spent with family and friends.  There are the
distractions of football, and the beginnings of
basketball and hockey, but the true focus of Nov-
ember leads many to home in Thanksgiving.  Here at
First Baptist of Bedford, we are planning a
“Homecoming Sunday” on November 16th.  There will
be a heartfelt attempt to recall our history and God’s
working from the past to the present, all leading to a
vision of hope for the future.  We are planning a video
slide show of pictures (your images are appreciated),
and this will be shared in the worship time at 10:00
a.m.  Please invite folks from the past to come and
worship again with us.  Also, we will be enjoying
Sunday School (“Growing Together”) in the upstairs of
the Old Chapel (now named “Connections”) at 11:00
a.m.  Then altogether we will enjoy a meal in the
basement of the “Connections” building at Noon.

All this is to say that God has brought past, present
and future together in one place, date and occasion on
“Homecoming Sunday”.   The Town of Bedford has
now approved official assembly occupancy.  Church
and community activities are now launching.  As we
meet in the Old Chapel/New Connections building, it is
exciting to imagine the possibilities while recalling/
appreciating the original founders of First Baptist and
their hopes and dreams.  Also, as we begin to improve
the main building and have the stairs repaired; it is
essential that we seek God’s refinement so that we
may bear fruit. The focus in all of this is not to be upon
structures but upon God’s Spirit.  The buildings are
important, but they are empty without people.  The
presence of the Lord in His House and through His
Body of believers is how fruit will be born, and our faith
and faithfulness is essential.
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Jesus said:

“Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither
can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  5  “I am
the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and
I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you
can do nothing”.  John 15:4-5 (NIV)

Jesus is the vine, we are the branches and the Lord
calls us to faith and obedience. Our growth comes
through our “remaining” in Christ as a “Body” or as
“branches”.   We are called to a Heart that is in Christ,
a sense of being at Home as a Church family, and a
Hope that is connected to God’s faithfulness to all
who remain in Christ by faith.  The work of God is
alive and bearing fruit at First Baptist, and we have a
great future as we remain in the vine of Jesus Christ.
The vine is a great symbol; because it tells a story of
past growth, present life and future fruit.  Our hope is
in God’s unfolding plans, not man’s unraveling follies.
The covenant of God’s love in Jesus Christ is our
story, our song, and our saving grace.  Come home to
Jesus.  Make sure you invite your friends and
neighbors to come and find that they belong at
Christ’s table too.  There is room at the table, in the
house and in the heart of God’s people.

GROWING TOGETHER – Each Sunday
immediately after worship, starting close to 11am, we
have the opportunity to “Grow Together” around
applying God’s Word in small group discussions for
youth and adults and Sunday school for children.

The current discussion utilizes the book
“SHINE: A Celebration of Spiritual Gifts”, it is
available at the church and in the Connections
building.

YOUTH “GROWING TOGETHER” Time is going
well with Nick Neveux teaching the High School age
group on Sundays from 11:00 am to noon in the
basement of the Connections building.  The class has
been using the “SHINE” book on Spiritual Gifts.

ADULT “GROWING TOGETHER” Time is going
well with a variety of leaders and great discussion.
Join the lively and meaningful sharing and support.
11:00 am to noon upstairs in the Connections
Building.  The class has been using the “SHINE” book
on Spiritual Gifts.  The “SHINE “ book is once again
available for $8.  We will continue this up to November
16th and resume it in the Spring of 2015.

STEWARDSHIP – PLEDGE SUNDAYS
 “Keeping Old Friends and Making New Connections”.

The theme of preserving the old while making room
for the new is not an impossible tension. This is the
reality of life.  The giving of our resources to Christ is
meant to preserve the good work that has already
taken place, and to continue to build on the work of
Christ’s Kingdom that has been done in the past.  We
celebrate keeping friends and being supportive of the
friendships we have been blessed with.  Yet still, life
goes on and new friendships and connections are
made.  We pass our faith onto others and new
generations.  This is the rhythm that is necessary for
new life to be born and new growth to occur.

This year as we conclude, may we stay faithful to
Jesus Christ in our giving and commitment of time,
talent and treasure (money).  We will have three
commitment  Sundays in which you are encouraged
to use the commitment  cards that will be placed in the
bulletins and in the back of the sanctuary on
November 9th, 16th and 23rd.   On these Sundays, we
are encouraging everyone to bring their pledge cards
up to the altar at the closing hymn of commitment.

16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you so that you might go and bear
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you
ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is
my command: Love each other. John 15:16-17

.



Women’s Fellowship

The Women’s Fellowship will 
not meet in November, but we 
will have our Christmas Cookie 
Swap Monday, December 8, 
7:30 pm, at the home of Marilyn 

Arnold (parsonage, 151 Concord Rd., 
Bedford).  We’ll play games and sing 
Christmas carols.  All women of the church are 
invited to come.  Please join us for a time of 
celebration!  Bring cookies!

All Hands In Expo

An Expo featuring “fair trade” 
goods, sponsored by All Hands 
In, will be held on Saturday, 
November 29, from 10:00 am to 
2:00 pm, at Trinity Baptist 
Church, 115 Massachusetts 
Ave., Arlington, MA.  All Hands In 

is a non-profit organization working to provide 
and support a house in the greater Boston area 
for survivors of sexual exploitation and/or have 
been trafficked.  Products include Thistle Farm 
items such as lip balms, body butter, shower 
gels, lotions, liquid soaps, etc.  They also 
include coffee, cooking oil, and tea.  A lunch 
menu will be offered to shoppers.  Get your 
Christmas shopping started early and help a 
good cause.  

                 November 11th

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back on Sunday, 
November 2nd

Bedford EcumenicalThanksgiving Service
This year, The First Church of Christ, 
Congregational will be hosting the Bedford 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service on Sunday 
afternoon, November 23rd, at 3 p.m.

Choirs, wearing their own robes if desired, are 
asked to gather here at 2 pm that day, for a mini-
rehearsal. There is plenty of parking in the lot 
behind the church; you go around the block to 
access it.

YouTube Channel -  First Baptist has a 
YouTube video channel.  You may go to the 
following link to see for yourself and share this with 
friends.
   https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCLbBvmxzK2K-u4stlrqm2Mw     

Here you will find activities, events, sermons and 
highlights of our church family. 

Facebook:  We have a facebook page too.  

Go to:  https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-
Baptist-Church-of-Bedford/623947814365685  
(click at this link), and you may ask to join our 
Facebook page so as to participate in the sharing 
and caring of our church family and friends.   This is 
also a great way to stay in touch with updates and 
announcements as we begin to use this social 
media for communications.
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Homecoming Sunday - November 16th.

Worship will highlight history, life today and hope for
the future. Please share your photos with Pastor
Scott as soon as possible as he puts together a
Video slide show.  Invite your family, friends,
neighbors, past members and come for a great
worship at 10am, followed by “Growing Together”
Sunday School at 11:00 am, and a dinner in the old
chapel downstairs at 12 noon.  Call Mentha Johnson
if you plan to bring food or help in setting up

Video Series on Creationism
(outreach opportunity and educational)
“Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis”.  “Strong of
Science, Strong in faith.  This groundbreaking series
presents the science of creation like you’ve never
seen it.”   12 Episodes.   Runs on Sundays from 11:00
– 11:55am in Connections building and Wednesdays
from 6:00- 7:00pm.  Starting November 23rd until
February 18th.     (NOTE: Please see the flyer)

ConnecTions Building Update:  The Connections
building renovations are mostly complete.   A
continued financial donation for the cost of the tables
and chairs is appreciated.  Tables are $99 each and
chairs are $19.95 each.  So far we are about 1/2 of
the way toward meeting the goal of fund raising with
$2600 being received so far of the $5400 needed.

The building will be used by the Town of Bedford
starting November 3rd, as we have received the go
ahead for occupancy from the town inspector.  We
do have a builder who is professionally making
changes to the railings and a few other minor
structural requirements. We also are grateful for the
professional donation of electrical work by Nick
Gallanaro.  Mike Gwinn deserves our applause for his
faithful and patient persistence in working with the

with the town and parties involved to orchestrate this
renovation and the usage status change with the
town, all while keeping our future community groups
town and parties involved to orchestrate this
renovation and the usage status change with the
town, all while keeping our future community groups
engaged with hope and enthusiasm.  The Town is
going to have Kamate fitness classes, Art classes,
movement classes, Yoga, and more.  Also, we are
receiving inquiries and requests from various
community groups and our TABCOM denomination
family.

Future improvements to the building will include the
addition of an electric stove, repainting of the kitchen
walls and countertops.  Painting of the upstairs
bathroom and part of the upstairs hallway.  Look
forward to a Sunday when we will have a
“Connections” needs shower as we put together a
list of things people can donate.

For now it is just wonderful to sit and talk together in
“Growing Together” and then informally for snacks at
fellowship time at noon.  Thank you to those who
prepare the coffee, tea and punch as well as the
delicious crackers and cheese, veggies, cookies,
cake and more.

If anyone has a good vacuum cleaner they can
donate, this would be appreciated

ConnecTions Building Scheduling.

Scheduling will take place through our church
office administrator, Bonnie Sestito. 781-275-8151.
Email at: Connections153@gmail.com
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Church Events and Announcements

“A Night in Bethlehem”,
Saturday, December 13th, 4 – 6:30 pm.

This is an intergenerational fun event with crafts,
food, interactive learning, and a living nativity scene.
Building from last year, this year we hope to reach
the people who come to exercise at our Connections
building and invite people from the community to a time
where the true message of Christmas is shared in a
fun and meaningful way.  This year we will use the
Connections building exclusively for a place where a
lively “Bethlehem marketplace” atmosphere will be the
theme upstairs and down.  The Living Nativity will take
place for a portion of the time outside in front of the
Connections Building if the weather is cooperative, or
inside the sanctuary in the event of harsh weather.
A planning meeting for this will be Tuesday night,
November 18th, 7-8 pm at the Connections building.

Church Slide Show
A slide show is being planned for HOMECOMING
Sunday on November 16th. Please bring old photos or
scan and e-mail them to Pastor Scott so we can put
together a Video slide show. E-mail them to
scotteagle7@aol.com.

Congratulations to Rachel
On October 4th, Rachel competed in the 2014 North
Shore Equestrian Tournament held at Windrush Farms
in North Andover.  She earned a white ribbon in both
the Working Trail and English Equitation events.  This
was her third year competing and the first demonstra-
ting her talents independently.  She rode “Judge” and
is shown with her instructor Margaret McDaniel.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR WORSHIP

Childcare Volunteers Needed

Linda Blades is looking for volunteers for
childcare during the worship hour.  We are
looking for folks willing to be on a rotation to
care for children under 6 years old during
worship.  It would be great if we could get
enough folks so that volunteers only needed to
do it once every 6 weeks or so.

Worship Assistant or Communion Service
If you can help with Worship Assistant or
Communion Service, please speak to Linda
Blades.

Ushers
If you would like to help by ushering, please speak to
Mentha or Ozell ”OJ” Johnson

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Pastor Scott will be in his church office on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to
11 am.

He will be available on a regular basis during
these hours. He is also available by
appointment and by calling or texting 810-348-
1382. Pastor Scott’s e-mail address is
scotteagle7@aol.com.

Church Administrative Secretary – Bonnie
Sestito will be in the church office on Thursdays
or she can be reached via e-mail:
bfs35@hotmail.com. You may send her bulletin
information, directory information and contact
her with questions of building scheduling.

Arnold Family
Kay Barbieri
Marion & Ray Bryan Family after fire
Laura Davis
Michael DiPerri
Carol Draper
JoanneDuffy (Linda’s sister)
Sally Eisenhauer
Margaret Henderson
The MagovernFamily
Delores McCravy
Laureen Moniz
Rachel Murphy and Family
Gloria Pass
The Russell Family
Steve Shaunessy
The Korean Fellowship
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Videos of the Church’s services and sermons are
available online at www.fbcbedford.net

Early Deadline for DECEMBER
“Friendly Visitor”

is
NOVEMBER 9

Please e-mail your news to Jean Smith or Irving Smith.

You may e-mail Jean

at audjea@aol.com or Irving at irvrevallion@aol.com

If you are not receiving this newsletter via
e-mail and would like to, please send your
e-mail address to one of the editors.
Mother Earth thanks you.

FBC Contacts
Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Scott Arnold

scotteagle7@aol.com
781-275-8151
Cell: 810-348-1382

Pastor of Korean Fellowship: Rev. Dr. Isaac Park
Issacpark153@hotmail

Chair of Ministry Team: Ozell (OJ) Johnson
  oj9flk@verizon.net

Minister to Youth & Family:  Linda Blades
Tblades289@aol.com

        Cell: 508-872-0797

Minister of Music:             Joan Mickel
                                               joanmickel@aol.com
                                                781-275-6404

Church Administrator: Bonnie Sestito
Bfs35@hotmail.com

Wednesdays
Prayer Group

6 – 7 pm

Choir Practice
7- 8 pm

Thursday
Praise Team Practice every other Thursday

November 6th and 20th
7 – 8 pm

Saturdays
Door to Door Outreach

with Rob Bryan at 10 am at the church

Stewardship Pledge Sundays
November 9th, 16th and 23rd

HOMECOMING    SUNDAY
November 16

Night in Bethlehem Planning Meeting
Tuesday, November 18th

at ConnecTions Bldg.

Video Series
“Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis”

begins on Sunday, November 23rd and
Wednesdays from 6-7 pm
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November Birthdays

  6  Sarah N
  7  Termara P.
 15  Marilyn A.
16 Scott M.

 16  Mike G.
28  Nick N.

Did we miss your birthday??
Let us know!!

November Anniversaries

None

Did we miss your anniversary??
Let us know!!

THANKSGIVING
NOVEMBER 27TH



 

! Oct 2014 ~ November 2014 ~~ November 2014 ~~ November 2014 ~~ November 2014 ~~ November 2014 ~ Dec 2014 "

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 

2 Worship Service 
      10 am
Growing Together 
     11 am

3 4 5 Prayer Group 
        6-7 pm

       Choir
       7-8 pm

6 Praise Team
      7-8 pm

7 8

9 Worship Service 
      10 am
Growing Together 
     11 am
Pledge Sunday

10 11 
VETERANS DAY

12 Prayer Group 
        6-7 pm

       Choir
       7-8 pm

13 14 15 

16 Worship Service 
      10 am
Growing Together 
     11 am
Pledge Sunday
HOMECOMING
     Sunday

17 18 
   Planning Meeting 
      “Night in 
    Bethlehem”
        7-8 pm
ConnecTions Bldg.

19 Prayer Group 
        6-7 pm

       Choir
       7-8 pm

20 Praise Team
      7-8 pm

21 22 

23 Worship Service 
      10 am
Growing Together 
     11 am
Pledge Sunday

24 25 26 27 
THANKSGIVING

28 29 All  Hands In  
          Expo
       Trinity Baptist
       Arlington, MA 
       10 am to 2 pm
 

30 First Day of  
    Advent


