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 Peaceful Pines –
Thoughts from Pastor Scott

Worldview matters - Who will stand for the truth?

 Lately I have been wondering what ministry focus God
would have us focus on for our youth, children   and
adult congregation. The Lord led me to I John 4.    Here we
read:  Dear friends, do not believe every   spirit, but test
the spirits to see whether they are from God, because
many false prophets have gone   out into the world.
 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God:  Every
spirit that acknowledges that   Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not
acknowledge Jesus is not   from God.  This is the
spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming
and even now is already in the world. You, dear
children, are from God and have overcome them,
because the one who is in   you is greater than the one
who is in the world.  
They are from the world and therefore speak from the  
viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them.
 We are from God, and whoever knows God   listens to
us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us.
 This is how we recognize the Spirit of   truth and the
spirit of falsehood.
 1 John 4:1-6. Here in John’s first letter to the church the
beloved   disciple distinguishes the worldview of believers in
Jesus Christ from the view of those who are of a   worldly
minded spirit.  He also points out that believers are God’s
children and that we are to test out   whether something or
someone is true and if their message is from God or is of
the  “spirit of antichrist”.     Those who listen to the message
of the gospel follow God’s voice and live according to the
leading of Jesus, the Holy Spirit and God’s Word are
standing on the truth.  Many false prophets and deceiving  
spirits are at work in the world to blind people, dissuade,
and discourage faith in Jesus Christ. There is a   great need
for the church to build/make disciples who will be able to
discern truth and error, and    defend their faith with
courage, reason and the holy armor of God.  Given this,
during the months of   May, June, July and August, I will be
preaching from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians about
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the  “Spiritual Blessings of the Christian Faith”.   We
need to renew our understanding about the wonderful
blessings of being a part of the family of God in Jesus
Christ.    Furthermore, we need to be spiritually minded
in Christ so as to be grounded disciples who can
withstand the tests and trials of our time, the very
increase of   the  “spirit of antichrist”. 

 Many young people will grow up hearing about Jesus
and God, but will not be well enough equipped   to
handle the pressures and attacks that will come.   A
recent study showed that among active youth in  
church, at least 40% would fall away from their faith due
to the influence of competing worldviews in   science
and philosophy, and the influence of professors and
peers.  The question then is this:  What will   we do to
equip our children, youth and all adults, so that we will
be able to stand firm and defend our   faith?  
 Even better, what can we do to strengthen our witness
so that when people do have questions   we will be
prepared and able to lead others to Christ, God’s Word
and a reasonable defense and   presentation of God’s
truth?  As much as our time in worship may be beneficial
in faith development, it is simply not enough.   Church
Sunday School and further discipleship is needed both
through the church   and within the home.  As we think
about our next steps as a church, I pray that we would
give great   consideration to upping our commitment to
Christian education and discipleship.   The trial period
for   having Sunday school after a 10am worship time
was partly successful, and could really work much  
better with greater commitment as we renew this effort in
the fall.  On June 1st we will have a time of   discussion
and vote about the worship time.    Personally, I believe
a 10am time is a good all year around   time for
consistency and creativity after worship.  Besides, we will
be able to use the Christian Education   building, and
that is exciting.   The other piece of the picture is the
development of discipleship ministries outside of Sunday
morning.   And for this, I will value your input in what we
can design. For now, I trust you have noticed that we
are making efforts to involve people of all ages in a
more engaging worship experience.

Getting back to our mission to make disciples, for sure,
the challenges are many. Also, the call to   reach out to
our community can be ominous. Yet there are
opportunities, and in our church we have a new
movement and strategy of bringing A/V New Testament
disks to people and inviting them to
church, while letting them know we care.  
 God will open doors if we go out into the streets.  

While it is truth that the questions and demands that
unbelievers raise are often an excuse not to   believe,
Jesus calls us to share our faith and grow in our
discipleship, and this takes intentionality and   support.
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said,  “ If you

hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.” John 8:31-32.  May we look to   the future
and develop educational ministries for all ages that will
help us grow in the Word and defense and testimony of
our faith.  As we consider our commitments at home and
at church, may we not be too   busy for God’s Word.  
 After all,  “seven days without God’s Word makes one
weak”.    Imagine what a   daily, fortified, regimen of
spiritual training, prayer and shared study could do for
our faith and witness.

This month of May is often a time where we celebrate
graduations and transitions.  For a person to   graduate
in their faith, from childhood into adulthood, there often
comes a process of individuation, or authentication of a
personal belief.  I pray that in the month to come we will
carefully consider God’s leading and prioritize our faith
commitment to Christ and His church.  I look forward to
the development   of small group ministries, summer
youth and children’s ministries, and all that God would
call us to do   within our home life so that we may grow
and graduate in the teaching of the Lord to be disciples
who   know the truth and life freely in that truth.  

 I believe the role of a pastor is like that of a coach or
encourager.    The “Scott’s” lawn care company has an
advertisement with a guy named  “Scot”, who tells the
people  “Feed your lawn, feed it!”  That is   the basic
reality if there is to be growth.   Let’s be intentional
about feeding our lives in God’s word.   Then the growth
will happen through the nutrition of God’s truth, and the
Son-light of Jesus.    
  
Pastor Scott Arnold    
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Mission Statement of the
First Baptist Church of Bedford

• To reach out to all people with the love that is ours
in Jesus Christ,

• To share with them the good news of His saving
grace,

• To serve the Lord as a family of faith,

   • To experience through Bible study, prayer and
worship, the comfort, inner peace, hope and joy

      that comes from being close to God.

MISSIONS
Our next Mission offering will be collected in June. We
will give you more information soon.

Thank you for your support for the America for Christ
offering in March.  Please continue to pray for our
missionaries especially in countries where there is so
much unrest.

Mary and Twila
For Missions

MT Clerk Report from Bi-Annual Meeting
Following the April 27, First Baptist morning worship
service, a business meeting of the church was called to
order by the Ministry Team Chair, Laureen Moniz.

In the absence of issues requiring a vote, no quorum
was determined. Committee reports were solicited and
these new members were welcomed: Byung Hee (Isaac)
and Rebecca Park, Hyun Min Chang and Yean Ju Seo
Chang, Pastor Scott Arnold and Marilyn Arnold, Robison
(Jamie) Bryan.

Marion Bryan offered to fill the reported vacant position
of Clerk, protem.

The Chair's announcement of her impending move to
Vermont was received with sadness. The need to fill her
being-vacated position was realized.

The meeting was closed with the expectation of a June
called meeting for any issue requiring votes.

Marion Bryan
Clerk  Protem

First Baptist Church of Bedford
will celebrate its 58th anniversary on
May 27th.  Praise God!

We extend our love and heartfelt sympathy to
the family of Richard Dickie, longtime
member of FBC who died on April 28th at the
age of 91 years.

.

May 26th



  ABWM News
Following the World Mission
Conference 2014, which will 
be held

July 21-25 at Green Lake, AB
Women’s Ministries will hold an
Intergenerational Retreat, July 26-29, also 
at 
Green Lake instead of the 
national women’s
conference. Also AB  
Women’s
Ministries will be hosting a
Cruise to the Bahamas,  
September 19-22.
Details on the retreat and/or the cruise are
posted on:  www.abwministries.org.

“Glorify the Lord with me:
Let us exalt His name together.”

Psalm 34:3

ABWM  of MA
The Spring Conference of AB Women’s Ministries 
of MA will be held June 6-7 at Grotonwood Camp & 
Conference Center in Groton, MA.  The flyer and 
registration form are included in this newsletter and 
available on:  www.abwmofma.org.

Visitation
The Visitation Team reaches 
out once a month with the 
goal of visiting as many 
people as possible in the 
congregation. In groups of 
two, we have made several 

visits. In April we visited OJ & Mentha Johnson, 
Delores McCravy, and the Chang family. We 
promise to call before we come and we will stay no 
more than a half-hour. You don’t need to prepare 
any food or clean your house…we’re just coming to 
visit!  Don’t be surprised if you get a call.

Twila Wanamaker, Mark Wanamaker, Irving Smith,
Mike Gwinn, Mary Zellner, Linda Blades, 

and Pastor Scott

TABCOM Annual Gathering
May 9-10

Four Points Sheraton          Leominster, MA

Worship, fellowship, exhibits, and many workshops 
are being offered.  Pastor Scott will be leading one 
of the workshops, and Twila Wanamaker will be 
speaking briefly at the Women’s Breakfast on 
Saturday.  The registration form is available on 
www.tabcom.org.

Women’s Fellowship
The next meeting of the Women’s 
Fellowship will be on Monday, May 
19, at 7:30 pm. Rachel Murphy is 
scheduled to chair, Marion Bryan will 
lead the devotional and Marilyn 

Arnold will serve as hostess. The focus will be our 
“kitchen shower,” where we clean up the closet and 
café cabinets and bring items to re-supply the café 
and bathrooms. All women of the church are 
invited.  Anyone in the church may contribute paper 
plates, cups, plasticware, napkins, etc.!

All Church Mission Night
Friday, May 2, at 6:00 pm is the time of our All 
Church Mission Night.  Supper will be available 
followed by guest speaker Twila Wanamaker who 
will share about her Mission Encounter to Myanmar
(Burma) and Thailand. A free will offering will be 
taken to offset the cost of the meal.

Congratulations to Shelly (Wanamaker) 
Trigg on becoming a fellow of the National 
Science Foundation!  Shelly was awarded a 
grant for her research work in genomics 
over the next three years.  A student in the 
doctoral program for biological sciences at 
the University of California San Diego, 
Shelly works at the Salk Institute in La 
Jolla.  She and her husband, Austin, 
currently reside in Encinitas, CA.
 

http://www.abwministries.org
http://www.abwministries.org
http://www.abwmofma.org
http://www.abwmofma.org
http://www.tabcom.org
http://www.tabcom.org
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Oceanwood Work Weekend
Come help get camp ready for summer.  On May 16-
18, join with friends to spruce up Oceanwood. There
are plenty of projects for people of all skill levels. In
trade for painting, raking, clearing brush, and/or
helping to refurbish cabins, you can stay overnight,
and all Saturday meals and Sunday breakfast are
free!  For more information, go to:
www.oceanwood.org.

Joining Voices Sharing Songs
Come hear a concert to benefit the work of our
International Ministries missionaries in Bulgaria, Terry
& Tom Myers.  The concert will take place at the First
Baptist Church of Lexington (1580 Mass. Ave.) on
Saturday, May 31, at 6:30 pm.  There will be
performances by Sharing a New Song (SANS), a
community chorus founded in 1983 to promote closer
relationships between peoples of different countries and
cultures; and by Divi Zheni, Boston’s own Women’s
Bulgarian Chorus & Orchestra.  Tickets are $20 and are
available at the door and on the web at:
www.sharinganewsong.org/events.

Save the Date!
Terry & Tom Myers, our International Ministries
missionaries to Bulgaria, will be visiting Massachusetts in
early October.  Please save the date of Saturday, October
4, at 6:00 pm for a potluck supper followed by a time of
sharing and learning with Terry & Tom.

JAZZ and RIBS CELEBRATION
at FBC Bedford on June 22nd at 4 pm.  Geoffrey Hicks
will be presenting. This will be a community event and
a time to bless the Montessori teachers and families.

CLEAN  UP  DATE  - TBA
A volunteer is needed to help Claire Bryan organize
the spring clean up. See Laureen Moniz.

YOUTH MEETINGS  -watch for date and times on
Sunday afternoons

NOTICE
There will be a Special Business Meeting on Sunday,
June 1st after worship to discuss the time of worship
service continuing at 10 am.

BIBLE  STUDY
Tuesday morning Bible Studies are resuming on May
13th from 10:30 to 11:30 am.  We will be studying
Paul’s letter to the Romans.

A big thank you to Mike Gwinn, OJ Johnson and Mark
Wanamaker who helped put on a great breakfast on
Resurrection Sunday!

Also, a big thank you to OJ and Mentha Johnson for
contributing to the Kitchen paper goods.

The Women’s Group will be holding a Kitchen Paper
Shower later this month. All church members are
encouraged to bring in items such as: paper towels,
napkins, paper plates, paper cups, plastic cutlery,
toilet tissue, face tissues, liquid soap etc.

Coffee Hour
Cookies are needed for our coffee hour after church
service.  Please volunteer to bring some cookies.



6

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
WORSHIP

Childcare Volunteers Needed

Linda Blades is looking for volunteers for
childcare during the worship hour.  We are
looking for folks willing to be on a rotation to
care for children under 6 years old during
worship.  It would be great if we could get
enough folks so that volunteers only needed to
do it once every 6 weeks or so.

Worship Assistant or Communion Service
If you can help with Worship Assistant or
Communion Service, please speak to Linda
Blades.

Ushers
If you would like to help by ushering, please speak to
Mentha or Ozell ”OJ” Johnson

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Pastor Scott will be in his church office on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to
11 am.

He will be available on a regular basis during
these hours. He is also available by
appointment and by calling or texting 810-348-
1382. Pastor Scott’s e-mail address is
scotteagle7@aol.com.

Kay Barbieri
Ken & Carol Draper
Margaret Henderson
Bob and Barbara Magovern
Delores McCravy
Joan Mickel
Laureen and Destini Moniz & Family
Rachel & Ed Murphy
Gloria Pass
The Russell Family
People of the Philippines
The New Korean Fellowship
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Amazon Fundraiser
Please don't forget to place all of your Amazon
orders via the church web site, fbcbedford.net.
All Amazon.com departments qualify for a
commission if ordered through our FBC
website. Thanks to Drew Kendra for setting this
up. All proceeds will go to the parsonage
refurbishment fund

Videos of the Church’s services and sermons are
available online at www.fbcbedford.net

Deadline  for JUNE
“Friendly Visitor”

is
May 18th

Please e-mail your news to Jean Smith or Irving Smith.

You may e-mail Jean

at audjea@aol.com or Irving at irvrevallion@aol.com

If you area not receiving this newsletter via
e-mail and would like to, please send your
e-mail address to one of the editors.
Mother Earth thanks you.

FBC Contacts
Minister             Rev. Dr. Scott Arnold

scotteagle7@aol.com
781-275-8151
Cell: 810-348-1382

Chair of Ministry Team: Laureen Moniz
  Lmoniz6859@msn.com
 Cell: 781-879-3830

Minister to Youth & Family:  Linda Blades
        Cell: 508-872-0797

Minister of Music:         Joan Mickel
                                           781-275-6404

2014
Worship Service starts at 10 a.m.

beginning January 5th for 5 months

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Friday, May 2
All Church Mission Night

Supper & Guest Speaker (Twila Wanamaker)
Mission Encounter to Myanmar (Burma) and Thailand

Friday, May 9 to Saturday, May 10
Annual Gathering

at Four Points in Leominster, MA

Tuesday, May 13th

Morning Bible Study
10:30 to 11:30 am

May 16-18
Oceanwood Work Weekend

Monday, May 19
Women’s Fellowship

7:30 pm
Kitchen Paper Shower

Saturday, May 31
SANS Concert

(Sharing a New Song)
FBC Lexington

6:30 pm
Tickets $20
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May Birthdays

 2 Carol D
 6 Derek M
 6 Mary Z
 8 Drew K
12 Danielle Mc
12 Camdyn S
14 Joan M
18 Paul S
18 Havanna U
20 Sandra B
27 Wesley Mc
28 Alyssa Mc

Did we miss your birthday??
Let us know!!

OTHER CHURCH ACTIVITIES

• Prayer Group at FBC
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

May Anniversaries

None

Did we miss your anniversary??
Let us know!!

            May 11th



! Apr 2014 ~ May 2014 ~~ May 2014 ~~ May 2014 ~~ May 2014 ~~ May 2014 ~ Jun 2014 "

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 All Church

 Mission Night
  6 PM

3

4 Worship Service
   10 AM
   S/Schl  
   11:45-12:30 PM

5 6 Bible Study
10:30 - 11:30 AM

7 Prayer Group 
     6 PM
Music Practice
    7 PM

8 9 TABCOM 
Annual 
Gathering 
Leominster, MA

10 TABCOM 
Annual 
Gathering 
Leominster, MA

 11 Mother’s Day
  Worship Service
   10 AM
   S/Schl  
   11:45-12:30 PM

12 13  Bible Study
10:30 - 11:30 AM

MT Mtg 7 PM

14 Prayer 
Group 
     6 PM
Music Practice
    7 PM

15 16 Oceanwood
    Clean-Up

17 Oceanwood
    Clean-Up

18 Worship
     Service
      10 AM
      S/Schl
    11:45-12:30

 19 Women’s
      Group  
    7:30 PM 

 20 Bible Study
10:30 - 11:30 AM

21 Prayer Group 
     6 PM
Music Practice
    7 PM

22 23 24 

25 Worship
     Service
      10 AM
      S/Schl
    11:45-12:30

 26 Memorial
      Day

27 Bible Study
10:30 - 11:30 AM

28 Prayer Group 
     6 PM
Music Practice
    7 PM

29 30 31 SANS Concert
   FBC Lexington
     6:30 PM

More Calendars from WinCalendar: June, July, August
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