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Peaceful Pines –
Thoughts from the Pastor

In the middle of winter I often begin to dream of things
like planting seeds and growing vegetables and
flowers, going fishing in a stream, taking walks,
camping and catching rays and waves at a beach.
This winter has been particularly difficult, and so when
I was invited to be a part of our American Baptist
Churches Journey Team (and that they would pay for
me to attend a meeting in Florida in February) it wasn’t
a difficult decision. So here I am writing in my hotel
room, and preparing to travel back to reunite with
God’s “frozen chosen” in New England tomorrow
night.  I have to tell you, it has been engaging work to
seek ways to bring God’s transformation for our
churches and it was good to have a bit of time to walk
and swim outdoors.  Early this morning, however, God
gave me a Spring-like dream that helped me
consolidate much of what we are exploring here at this
conference, and I believe it relates to what God is
calling us to prepare for in Bedford.  The question that
I preface this dream with is: “what is God doing in our
community and within the lives of people who are
outside of the church?”

Dream of Discovery: “I drove up to a home of
someone whom I never had met, but who was happy
to welcome me for a visit.  To the right of his modest
home was a collection of strange objects, a barren
and gray dirt yard with an old Pullman passenger
coach train car, a few farm implements and old cars
and a storage unit. He invited me to see the train
coach, and so I followed him as he led me through it
and then into the storage unit it backed up into. As we
went into the dark storage unit it was empty.  He
started leading me along a long and narrow building
with only an occasional shaft of light.  He told me that
he had not come into the building for years.
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The further it stretched on the more excited he
became, thankful to have someone to encourage him
to face his fears that had kept him from venturing into
this dark space.  He had never gone this far, but I
continued to follow him.  In the midst of this journey he
stated, “I think I hear water.”

Light and color up ahead gave way to an opening that
revealed a rich earthy green primal forest and a
spring that bubbled up and began to flow.  The clear
water was teaming with vegetation on the sides.
The man was overjoyed and afraid to venture more
closely.  I stepped forward close to the water and
looked deeply beneath the surface.  There were
insects, frogs, salamanders, and small fish. The man
became very excited and gave me a fishing line with
a bare hook.  I dropped it into the water and began to
notice colorful fish come. I pulled up the line and five
fish were attached to the hook and liner. I pulled the
fish off and placed them back into the water carefully
and looked back at my new friend and then noticed
that his family and friends had now come to join us as
they marveled at the brook, a spring of beauty, life
and hope. The brook grew deeper and clearer.  More
fish gathered and swam around.  It was beautiful and
the man put his hands into the water.  I then woke up.

What might this dream tell us?  I believe God is calling
us to reach out to people and help them discover
what the Lord is doing in their lives. The man
welcomed me in his journey to look deeply and find a
spring of hope amidst and beyond the fragments and
recesses of his life. Evangelism involves helping
others discover the presence and life-giving power of
Jesus Christ (the source of living water) and the Holy
Spirit of God.  The new life that comes through Christ
will then also draw family and friends to the faith, to
likewise discover the “brook” within.  Jesus said to
the woman at the well: (John 4:14) “but whoever
drinks the water I give them will never thirst.  Indeed,
the water I give them will become in them a spring of
water welling up to eternal life.” What is God up to in
the people you meet?

Pastor Scott Arnold

Lent
Lent is the 40 day period leading up to Easter. Lent
begins with Ash Wednesday and lasts for six weeks.
The Latin name is “Quadragesima” which means
“fortieth”. It is symbolic of Jesus’ forty days of fasting
and temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 4:2)

ASH WEDNESDAY
MARCH 5th

The last week of Lent begins with Palm Sunday when
Jesus entered Jerusalem and people lay down palms
at his feet. Lent ends on Easter Sunday



3

Mission Statement of the
First Baptist Church of Bedford

• To reach out to all people with the love that is ours
in Jesus Christ,

• To share with them the good news of His saving
grace,

• To serve the Lord as a family of faith,

   • To experience through Bible study, prayer and
worship, the comfort, inner peace, hope and joy

      that comes from being close to God.

MISSIONS

We will be collecting the America for Christ offering
on March 30th. More information will be given during
Mission Moments.

Mary Zellner
Missions

Deadline for APRIL
“Friendly Visitor”

is
Sunday

MARCH 16th

Please e-mail your news to Jean Smith or Irving
Smith.  You may e-mail Jean at

audjea@aol.com or Irving at
irvrevallion@aol.com

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
MARCH 9

We extend our love and heartfelt sympathy to
the family of Harold Russell, who died on
February 11th at the age of 94years.
A memorial service will be held in the
summer.

We also extend our love and heartfelt
sympathy to the family of Ruby Wiggett, who
died on February 14. A graveside service was
held at Puritan Cemetery in Peabody, MA.
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Vision Casting
Adult Sunday School will be using “Prelude,
The Kingdom of God” series (written by the
Pastor) beginning in January and will go until
May 2014. The Pastor plans to lead a mid-week
study/small group on Wednesday evenings at
the parsonage. These meetings will conclude
with prayer time replacing the current prayer
meetings on Wednesday nights.

Visitation
The Visitation Team is up and running with the goal of
visiting as many people in the congregation as we can.
In groups of two, we have already made some visits and
plan to resume visits in 2014.  We promise to call before
we come and we will stay no more than a half-hour.
You don’t need to prepare any food or clean your
house…we’re just coming to visit!  Don’t be surprised if
you get a call.

Twila Wanamaker, Mark Wanamaker, Irving Smith,
Mike Gwinn, Mary Zellner, Linda Blades, and Pastor
Scott

FBC Church Directory Member APP

FBC has enrolled in a free instant church
directory that allows members to request and
access and sync the directory to their device
to download.  This is a free app. The Church
Directory needs pictures. Please send pictures
to Kelsey or Pastor Scott.

Envisioning Retreat
The Ministry Team held an Envisioning Retreat
at the Billerica Public Library on Saturday,
February 22nd from 9:30 am to 12:15 pm
followed by lunch at Chung King Rick’s.

Pastor Scott gave a presentation to Inspire
Discussion on Outreach.

QUESTION for FBC:
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE AT THE

MONTESSORI (CHRISTIAN ED) BUILDING?
WHAT IS GOD CALLING USTO DO?

A Brainstorming Meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 4 at 7 p.m.

Youth Ministries
Pastor Scott is leading the Middle and High
School students in Sunday School class and
plans are underway to have activities for the
youth such as concerts, bowling, mission work
etc.

Music Ministry and Practices

You are invited to come on Wednesday evenings to
the church for Music practice at 7pm.  These
practices will combine the singing of choral music and
praise songs in preparation for Sunday morning
worship.  This will likewise be a time when vocalists
and instrumentalists can come together in joyful
practice.  Pastor Scott and Joan Mickel are working
together to help us make a joyful noise in song.

Women’s Fellowship
The women of the church met on February 24 at the
parsonage. Thank you to Marilyn Arnold for her
hospitality!

The next meeting will be on Monday, March 24, at
7:30 pm in the café. Sally Eisenhauer will chair the
meeting. Rachel Murphy will do the devotional and
Carol Draper will be the hostess. Focus will be
Bedford Day Planning/List Basket recipients and
Fundraiser. See you there!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
WORSHIP

Childcare Volunteers Needed

Linda Blades is looking for volunteers for
childcare during the worship hour.  We are
looking for folks willing to be on a rotation to
care for children under 6 years old during
worship.  It would be great if we could get
enough folks so that volunteers only needed to
do it once every 6 weeks or so.

Worship Assistant or Communion Service
If you can help with Worship Assistant or
Communion Service, please speak to Linda
Blades.

Ushers
If you would like to help by ushering, please
speak to Mentha or Ozell ”OJ” Johnson.

CHURCH  OFFICE  HOURS

Pastor Scott will be in his church office on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to
12 p.m.

He will be available on a regular basis during
these hours. He is also available by
appointment and by calling or texting 810-348-
1382. Pastor Scott’s e-mail address is
scotteagle7@aol.com.

Church Office Secretary – Kelsey
Stevens is happy to help in any way with church
communications and information as the church
secretary at 781-275-8151.

Kay Barbieri Family
Annie Bombard (Twila’s Mother)
Richard Dickie
Ken & Carol Draper
Bob and Barbara Magovern
Laureen and Destini Moniz & Family
Rachel & Ed  Murphy
Gloria Pass
The Russell Family
Ruby Wiggett Family
People of the Philippines
The New Korean Fellowship
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OTHER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

White Cross Project

The WHITE CROSS needs YOU!!!
Laureen, Twila and Marilyn would like to invite you to
a bandage rolling party! Maybe enjoy a slice of pizza
while we slice up some sheets for bandage rolling?
Be ready we'll be calling you soon to settle the time:)

We are also in need of clean bed-sheets that can be
cut and rolled into bandages to fulfill the White Cross
request for bandages to send to the Congo hospitals.

 Please keep the continual need for used sheets in
mind when you clean out your linen closet or head out
to a yard sale.

Thank you so much!
Laureen

Amazon Fundraiser
Please don't forget to place all of your Amazon
orders via the church web site, fbcbedford.net.
All Amazon.com departments qualify for a
commission if ordered through our FBC
website. Thanks to Drew Kendra for setting this
up. All proceeds will go to the parsonage
refurbishment fund

FBC Contacts
Minister             Rev. Dr. Scott Arnold

scotteagle7@aol.com
781-275-8151
Cell: 810-348-1382

Chair of Ministry Team: Laureen Moniz
  Lmoniz6859@msn.com
 Cell: 781-879-3830

Minister to Youth & Family:  Linda Blades
        Cell: 508-872-0797

Minister of Music:         Joan Mickel
                                           781-275-6404

2014
Worship Service starts at 10 a.m.

beginning January 5th for 5 months

Saturday, March 1, 2014
SSA Youth Gatherings
First Baptist Lexington

4 to 7 pm

Tuesday, March 4, 2014
Brainstorming Meeting on Christian Ed Building

FBC Bedford
7 pm

Friday & Saturday March 14-15
Women and Girls Spiritual Retreat

Nantasket Beach Resort
Hull, MA

Monday, March 24, 2014
Women’s Fellowship

7:30 p.m.
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March Birthdays

 4 Ozell (OJ)
11 Mark W
17 George G
20 Marta B
22 Lola Sh
28 Marion B
30 Polly F
31 Margaret H

Did we miss your birthday??
Let us know!!

OTHER CHURCH ACTIVITIES

• Prayer Group at FBC
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

•  Eliot Community Residents
   Monthly on a Wednesday (TBA)

March Anniversaries

25 Bob and Barbara Magovern

Did we miss your anniversary??
Let us know!!

St. Patrick’s Day
March 17th



MARCH 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 SSA Youth 
Gathering
First Baptist, 
Lexington
4-7 pm

2 Worship 
Service 10 am
S/Schl 
11:30-12:20 pm

3 4 MT Mtg
Brainstorming 
on CE Bldg.
7 pm

5 Prayer Grp & 
Scripture 

Meditation 6 pm
Music Practice

7 pm

6 7 8

9 Worship 
Service 10 am
S/Schl 
11:30-12:20 pm
1st Sunday of 
Lent

10 11 12 Prayer Grp 
& Scripture 

Meditation 6 pm
Music Practice

7 pm

13 14 Womenʼs  
Spiritual 
Retreat @
Nantasket 
Beach Resort

15 Womenʼs  
Spiritual 
Retreat @
Nantasket 
Beach Resort

16 Worship 
Service 10 am
S/Schl 
11:30-12:20 pm
2nd Sunday of 
Lent

17 18 19 Prayer Grp 
& Scripture 

Meditation 6 pm
Music Practice

7 pm

20 21 22

23 Worship 
Service 10 am
S/Schl 
11:30-12:20 pm
3rd Sunday of 
Lent

24 Womenʼs 
Fellowship 
7:30 pm

25 26 Prayer Grp 
& Scripture 

Meditation 6 pm
Music Practice

7 pm 

27 28 29

30 Worship 
Service 10 am
S/Schl 
11:30-12:20 pm
4th Sunday of 
Lent

31


