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Peaceful Pines –
Thoughts from Pastor Scott

“ Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see. This is what the
ancients were commended for. By faith we understand
that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that
what is seen was not made out of what was visible.”
Hebrews 11:1-3.

As we look at creation, especially as biological life comes
to vitality in Spring and Summer, we are moved with
wonder and awe. How can we explain it all, and how it
came to be, how it continues to be.  There is a miracle
as to the design, order, flexibility, durability, fragility,
diversity, complexity, simplicity, and beauty of God’s
handiwork. Of course, there are those who would
dismiss faith in God as being something that arises
within the imagination of weak-minded individuals who
are simply trying to create a religious answer for
something that in their minds is founded upon scientific
explanations and physical cause of existence. They say
that what we see is what it is and nothing more. While
some degree of ascent is given to wonder and curiosity,
such viewpoints assume that we human beings are
simply onlookers and machines within the fabric of an
impersonal and deterministic cosmos. To imagine that
an architect was involved involves faith, and to have faith
to think that this designer was also desiring communion
with creation is a stretch to believe beyond what one
sees.

The Apostle Paul had been a matter of fact kind of person
himself.  He thought that the Jewish Scriptures
were clearly the visible and only manifestation of God’s will
and personality, a key to understanding how to live
through the laws of the designer of life – Yahweh.
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When Jesus came to reveal himself to him on the road
to Emmaus, in brightness of glory and with a message
of powerful mercy and grace, Paul would be forever
changed. There was a shift in his faith.

The point I am moving to here is this. At some point in
our lives, each person needs to have a conversion
experience that moves them beyond their
preconceived notion of God or of their place in
creation.  For a person to become a “new creation”, a
faith transformation is needed. Jesus said: “You must
be born-again to enter the Kingdom of Heaven”. For
the skeptic who doubts that there is a God who is
both creator and personal redeemer, a faith
transformation occurs when their hearts are turned to
look beyond what they see to discover the creator who
reveals within and beyond the creation. Some invisible
work needs to happen within our hearts.  This is
something received by faith, a work that only God can
reveal and impart in His grace and truth, by His Holy
Spirit.  In this sense, the making of New Life born of
the Spirit is not made out of what is visible, but is
made from God by what is invisible. Faith is like the
opening blossom of a heart that can receive God’s
Spirit. Without faith, however, there is no hope of
receiving God’s grace and love.   For the person who
has been outwardly religious, and has followed all the
ways prescribed to them as to being a person of faith,
the matter may be more of discovering that God’s
revelation is more than a tradition or teaching, but is in
fact a relationship and friendship.  Without saying too
much here, the call of God is simply this, and is
revealed and shown through Jesus Christ, the
beloved Son of God: “God so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believes in Him, shall not perish, but have
everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into
the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him would be saved”. (John 3:16-17).   

This summer, as we have outreach ministries, youth
ministries, children’s ministries, and developing small
group life groups and Bible Studies our prayer is for
God’s Holy Spirit to bring about conversions and
transformations. What, therefore, is your next step
with God? Each of us are called to a faith that is
growing and hopeful, discovering the new work of God
in every day. – Pastor Scott

Pastor Scott Arnold    

Mission Statement of the
First Baptist Church of Bedford

• To reach out to all people with the love that is ours
in Jesus Christ,

• To share with them the good news of His saving
grace,

• To serve the Lord as a family of faith,

   • To experience through Bible study, prayer and
worship, the comfort, inner peace, hope and joy

      that comes from being close to God.

We extend our love and heartfelt sympathy to
the family of Ken Draper (husband of Carol
Draper) who died on May 4th.Our thoughts
and prayers go out to the family.

Pentecost June 8th



ABWM News
Following the World Mission
Conference 2014, which will 
be held

July 21-25 at Green Lake, AB
Women’s Ministries will hold an
Intergenerational Retreat, July 26-29, also at
Green Lake instead of the 
national women’s
conference. Also AB 
Women’s
Ministries will be hosting a
Cruise to the Bahamas,  11
September 19-22.
Details on the retreat and/or the cruise are
posted on:  www.abwministries.org.

“Glorify the Lord with me:
Let us exalt His name together.”

Psalm 34:3

ABWM  of MA
The Spring Conference of AB Women’s Ministries 
of MA will be held June 6-7 at Grotonwood Camp & 
Conference Center in Groton, MA.  The flyer and 
registration form were included in May’s newsletter. 
There are no walk-in registrations. For details, go 
to:  www.abwmofma.org.

Visitation
The Visitation Team reaches 
out once a month with the 
goal of visiting as many 
people as possible in the 
congregation. In groups of 
two, we have made several 
visits. In May we visited Carl 

Russell, Thelma & Mark Russell, and the 
Magoverns. We promise to call before we come 
and we will stay no more than a half-hour. You don’t 
need to prepare any food or clean your house…
we’re just coming to visit!  Don’t be surprised if you 
get a call.

Twila Wanamaker, Mark Wanamaker, Irving Smith,
Mike Gwinn, Mary Zellner, Linda Blades, 

and Pastor Scott

Mid-Summer Festival
July 11-13, 2014

Oceanwood          Ocean Park, ME

An annual event held at Oceanwood that provides 
support for the ministries of Oceanwood and our 
sister camp, Grotonwood, Mid-Summer Festival will 
take place during the weekend of July 11-13.  The 
Festival has raised almost $500,000, and proceeds 
have provided countless summer camperships, 
renovated cabins, built paved walkways, and 
purchased safety equipment.

Started as a fundraiser, Mid-Summer Festival has 
also been a “fun” raiser for guests, alumni, and the 
community.  We’re continuing to partner with the 
town of Ocean Park, and will this year be holding 
some of the weekend events in the town square.

Friday night dinner will be held in the Oceanwood 
Dining Hall, as well as the traditional Saturday 
morning Blueberry Pancake Breakfast.  On 
Saturday, the square will be filled with carnival 
games, a bouncy house, live music, and much 
more.  Food can be purchased as well.

We move back to Oceanwood for Saturday night’s 
Surf or Turf Dinner, followed by the Live Auction. As 
a wrap-up of the weekend, Sunday breakfast is 
also at Oceanwood. Housing is available at 
Oceanwood for both Friday and Saturday nights. 
See www.oceanwood.org for more information.

Women’s Fellowship
The next meeting of the Women’s 
Fellowship will be on Monday, June 
23, at 7:30 pm. Linda Blades will 
chair the meeting focused on 
Vacation Bible School.  She will also 

lead the devotional. Sally Eisenhauer will serve as 
hostess. All women of the church are invited, 
especially if you can help VBS in any way.  
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Congratulations
On April 30th, Rachel Steeves competed in the Special
Olympics Lexington School Day Games hosted by
Lexington High School. She earned a gold medal in the
softball throw event and silver in the 50M dash.

Please welcome Bonnie Sestito our new
church administrator/secretary. She is also
Moderator of the Stillman Association. Her
contact information can be found in this
newsletter.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

A long beloved tradition in American Baptist
Women's Ministries, Love Gift is an over-and-above
offering that supports American Baptist mission and
ministry. Begun during the Great Depression, the
denomination faced a deficit and the women
challenged one another to raise enough funds to cover
that deficit. They rose to meet that challenge and then
some!

Today, Love Gift is an extra gift to the United
Mission support of the American Baptist family.
Through Love Gift, missions and ministries in the
United States and Puerto Rico and around the world
are able to reach out to millions of God's people.

The FBC Women’s Fellowship collects the Love Gift
offering on the Sunday closest to Valentine’s Day.
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Summer Youth Plans
“ Worldview U” -

“God’s Story and You”
First Baptist Church of Bedford

This summer will be packed with opportunities for
you to grow in your faith and enjoy fun and
meaningful times together. We will have field trips
locally  to Boston, Concord, Marblehead/Salem and
others of surprise. The common theme will be to
walk where others have a “GOD STORY” to tell
us.

Also, we will be going on a few overnight
campouts.  The first will be to New Hampshire and
the second will be to Rhode Island.  In each case
we will be camping. More details below. In any
event, this will allow us to have some fun times
sightseeing and learning to discover “GODʼS
STORY and YOU”. Each of us has a STORY to
discover about who we are, how we can
experience God, and how we can enjoy  Godʼs
great creation and shared community  together.

ITINERARY:

BOSTON TRIP - Thursday, June 26th.  Meet
9:00am at the church, we will return about 5:00pm.
Bring money  for lunch. We will see lots of historic
places, and see a few seldom known about places
where people died for the faith in God, and others
were able to stand their ground and make a
difference.  We will go to Quincy  Market, the North
End, Old Ironsides, Faneuil Hall, South Meeting
House, Tremont Temple, First Baptist Church, old
cemeteries, get some gelato, go to fish pier and “No
Name” restaurant.

CONCORD TRIP and ORIENTATION –Monday,
July  7th.  Meet 10:00 am at the church, we will
have a picnic lunch at Walden Pond in Concord, be
done and back by  2:30pm.  If it is warm, bring your
swimsuit.

NEW HAMPSHIRE TRIP – leave Sunday
afternoon, July  13 th at 3:30pm, return back on
Tuesday  July  15th, by  noon.  This trip will involve
camping at Alton Bay Christian Camp on Lake
Winnipesauke, NH. We will go up to the
mountains and go to the flume trail; also we will
explore other mountain areas and waterfalls. Bring
swimming suit and towels, Frisbees.

RHODE ISLAND TRIP – leave Sunday  afternoon,
July  20th at 3:30pm, return back on Tuesday, July
22nd, by  noon. This trip will involve camping at
Camp Canonicus in Exeter, RI. We will go to
Beavertail on Jamestown Island, we will go to
Newport, RI, swim in warm ocean beaches, see
historic landmarks, the oldest Baptist church in
America, Breton Point, and see a few parts of
Prov idence, RI.

O ther meetings will be planned, but these are the
main ones. Hope you can come and also inv ite a
friend or two. Cost will be reasonable. We can
work out the cost and help as needed. Let us
know.

Contact Pastor Scott Arnold (810-348-1382)

Coffee Hour
Cookies are needed for our coffee hour after church
service.  Please volunteer to bring some cookies
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Monday, August 11 through
Thursday, 14

9:00 – 12:00 noon

Family Dinner & Evening Program

Thursday @ 6 PM

Open to children of all faiths
Ages 3 – 12

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY
JUNE 8TH

MISSIONS

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering
will be collected on

June 22nd.



7

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR WORSHIP

Childcare Volunteers Needed

Linda Blades is looking for volunteers for
childcare during the worship hour.  We are
looking for folks willing to be on a rotation to
care for children under 6 years old during
worship.  It would be great if we could get
enough folks so that volunteers only needed to
do it once every 6 weeks or so.

Worship Assistant or Communion Service
If you can help with Worship Assistant or
Communion Service, please speak to Linda
Blades.

Ushers
If you would like to help by ushering, please speak to
Mentha or Ozell ”OJ” Johnson

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Pastor Scott will be in his church office on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to
11 am.

He will be available on a regular basis during
these hours. He is also available by
appointment and by calling or texting 810-348-
1382. Pastor Scott’s e-mail address is
scotteagle7@aol.com.

Church Administrative Secretary – Bonnie
Sestito will be in the church office on Thursdays
or she can be reached via e-mail:
bfs35@hotmail.com. You may send her bulletin
information, directory information and contact
her with questions of building scheduling.

Kay Barbieri
Laura Davis
Carol Draper
Margaret Henderson
Cynthia Lewis
Bob and Barbara Magovern
Delores McCravy
Joan Mickel
Laureen and Destini Moniz & Family
Rachel & Ed Murphy
Joe Neveux
Gloria Pass
The Russell Family
Steve Shaunessy
Anastatia Shoesmith
Jordan Shoesmith
People of the Philippines
The Korean Fellowship
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Videos of the Church’s services and sermons are
available online at www.fbcbedford.net

Deadline for JULY/AUGUST
“Friendly Visitor”

is
JUNE 15TH

Please e-mail your news to Jean Smith or Irving Smith.

You may e-mail Jean

at audjea@aol.com or Irving at irvrevallion@aol.com

If you are not receiving this newsletter via e-
mail and would like to, please send your
e-mail address to one of the editors.
Mother Earth thanks you.

FBC Contacts
Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Scott Arnold

scotteagle7@aol.com
781-275-8151
Cell: 810-348-1382

Pastor of Korean Fellowship: Rev. Dr. Isaac Park
Issacpark153@hotmail

Chair of Ministry Team: Laureen Moniz
  Lmoniz6859@msn.com
 Cell: 781-879-3830

Minister to Youth & Family:  Linda Blades
Tblades289@aol.com

        Cell: 508-872-0797

Minister of Music:         Joan Mickel
                                           781-275-6404

Church Administrative Secretary: Bonnie Sestito
Bfs35@hotmail.com

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Sunday, June 1
Special Church Meeting

After morning service

Wednesdays
Life Group, Bible Study, Prayer @ 6pm

Choir Practice @
7 pm

Saturdays
Door-to-Door Outreach
Bible Disk Distribution

10 – 11:30 am

June 6 –7
ABWM Spring Conference

Grotonwood Camp & Conference Center

Sunday, June 22
Jazz and BBQ

With Geoffrey Hicks
Outdoor Concert and Block Party

4 to 6 pm

Monday, June 23
Women’s Fellowship

7:30 pm
Focus:VBS

Thursday, June 26
Youth Trip to Boston

9 am to 5 pm

Save the Date!
Terry & Tom Myers, our International Ministries
missionaries to Bulgaria, will be visiting Massachusetts in
early October.  Please save the date of Saturday, October
4, at 6:00 pm for a potluck supper followed by a time of
sharing and learning with Terry & Tom.
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June Birthdays

 8 Laureen M
15 Brianna B
16 Linda B
12 Camdyn S
20 Mentha J
24 Al Ch
28 Jim St

Did we miss your birthday??
Let us know!!

June Anniversaries

None

Did we miss your anniversary??
Let us know!!

June 15th
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! May 2014 ~ June 2014 ~~ June 2014 ~~ June 2014 ~~ June 2014 ~~ June 2014 ~ Jul 2014 "

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Worship Service
       10 am
     Special    
     Church
     Meeting

2 3 4  Life Group,  
  Bible Study,
     Prayer 
     6 pm
Choir Practice
     7 pm

5  6 ABWM Spring 
    Conf @ 
Grotonwood

7 ABWM Spring 
    Conf @ 
Grotonwood
Door-to-Door 
Outreach 
10-11:30 am

8 Worship Service
       10 am
    S/School
11:45-12:30 pm

9 10 e
       

MT Mtg @ 7 pm

11 Life Group,  
   Bible Study,
     Prayer 
     6 pm
Choir Practice
     7 pm

12 13 14 
Door-to-Door 
Outreach 
10-11:30 am

15 Father’s Day
Worship Service
       10 am
    S/School
11:45-12:30 pm

16 17 18  Life Group,  
   Bible Study,
     Prayer 
     6 pm
Choir Practice
     7 pm

19 20 21 
Door-to-Door 
Outreach 
10-11:30 am

22 Worship
     Service
       10 am
    S/School
11:45-12:30 pm
JAZZ & BBQ
    4-6 pm

23 Women’s Group
       7:30 pm

24 25 Life Group,  
   Bible Study,
     Prayer 
     6 pm
Choir Practice
     7 pm

26 
Summer Youth 
Boston Trip
9 am to 5 pm

27 28 
Door-to-Door 
Outreach 
10-11:30 am

29 30 
DEADLINE FOR JULY/AUGUST FRIENDLY VISITOR 
                                JUNE 15
DEADLINE FOR JULY/AUGUST FRIENDLY VISITOR 
                                JUNE 15
DEADLINE FOR JULY/AUGUST FRIENDLY VISITOR 
                                JUNE 15
DEADLINE FOR JULY/AUGUST FRIENDLY VISITOR 
                                JUNE 15
DEADLINE FOR JULY/AUGUST FRIENDLY VISITOR 
                                JUNE 15
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