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Peaceful Pines –
A Reflection from the Pastor

Micah 5:4 (NIV)
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his
God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.

In the classic Christmas hymn “O Little Town of
Bethlehem” the author of the lyrics, Philips Brooks,
writes “the hopes and fears of all the years are met
in Thee tonight”.   Was Brooks writing about the town
or the person born in the town?  I believe he was
writing about the person, the Christ, the Messiah, the
Savior, Jesus our Immanuel (God with us).   Whether
people in the world know it or not, the hopes and
fears of our times shall eventually culminate in God’s
work of salvation and judgment through Jesus Christ.
There are some who view history from the vantage
point strictly of nature, science and man, this
contrasts to people of faith who realize that history is
best viewed from the perspective of the
creator/redeemer.  Salvation, truth and grace is
therefore revealed in Christ’s birth.  When Christmas
is viewed from a man-centered approach, the
emphasis is on happy times, consumerism and good
will among people as the virtues of the season.  This
is seeing the “Thee” as the “town” and missing the
“Child/Savior” who was born in the town.

God’s word is clear, the prophetic fulfillment of the
Messiah is personal:  “HE will stand and shepherd
His flock”.  Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s plan of
revelation.
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When Jesus stood before the multitudes and held up
several fish and loaves of bread and prayed a
blessing, the flock was fed and the strength of the
Lord was made manifest.  Jesus revealed the very
nature of God both in presence and power.  What He
did, no one else could have done.  What he
accomplished in His miracles, even raising the dead
and delivering people from evil spirits, was possible
only because of His nature as the Son of God.  What
Jesus did through His atoning death on the cross
was possible only by His authority to forgive sins.
What Jesus promised in the eventual coming of His
Kingdom upon the earth has validity only because of
His coeternal majesty and greatness.   Jesus coming
in the form of an infant child places Him on our level
for fellowship.  God chose to send His Son so that
we could enter into fellowship with Him via His Son.
Still, the greatness of Jesus is as yet to be revealed,
and shall become manifest upon His second coming.
Indeed, until then, the world is both distracted and
stressed by its own yearnings, hopes and fears.
People may not realize that their ultimate joy and
security rests only in the Savior, Jesus the Christ.
For those who trust in Jesus, who believe in Him,
there is perfect strength and security, peace and
true hope.  For those who trust in their own
resources and means, the peace and prosperity they
gain cannot be maintained forever for it is fleeting
and elusive.  We cannot replace our hopes with
more gifts under the tree, we cannot replace peace
with possessions, and we cannot fill our longing by
filling our hunger with things that will leave us longing
for more.  We need Jesus more than ever.

This Christmas, come to the little town of Bethlehem.
Find the Christ child in the manger.   Open your heart
to Him.  Let His peace reign over your life.  Let His
powerful work of salvation change you from the
inside out.  The gift of God’s grace is being offered
as the greatest gift of all.  It is up to each of us to
believe in Jesus personally and receive His love and
mercy.   From God’s work of saving grace that births
New Life in our souls through faith in Christ Jesus,
we then have the greatest gift of all to share with
others.  Joy to the World, the Lord has come.  Here in
Bedford Village, the greatest blessing is how Christ
comes to us, the Lord “Immanuel”, “God with us.”

Pastor Scott Arnold    (810-348-1382)
scotteagle7@aol.com

Mission Statement of the
First Baptist Church of Bedford
• To reach out to all people with the love that

is ours in Jesus Christ,

• To share with them the good news of His
saving grace,

• To serve the Lord as a family of faith,

   • To experience through Bible study, prayer
and worship, the comfort, inner peace,
hope and joy

      that comes from being close to God

Music Ministry and Practices
You are invited to come on Wednesday
evenings to the church for Music practice at
7pm.  These practices will combine the
singing of choral music and praise songs in
preparation for Sunday morning worship.  This
will likewise be a time when vocalists and
instrumentalists can come together in joyful
practice.  Pastor Scott and Joan Mickel are
working together to help us make a joyful noise
in song.

CHRISTMAS DAY
December 25
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Vision for Worship and Sunday
School

First Baptist Church of Bedford

VISION:
Grow the church and make disciples by nurturing
God’s Spirit to move within a structure that will help
build the Christian faith in worship, prayer, the
study of God’s Word and loving fellowship.

PLAN:
1. Restructure worship and Sunday School to

allow for growth in the development of faith
and service to Christ measured in discipleship
shown through faithfulness and an increase on
participation and involvement. Commit to a 5
month trial of a new structure from January
2014 to the end of May 2014.

2. Worship time to be at 10:00 a.m. year-round
and to conclude by 11:15 a.m. Fellowship
time shall go from after worship until 11:40
a.m.  Sunday School shall go from 11:45 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m. Children will be encouraged
to learn how to become engaged in the whole
worship experience. Positive reinforcement
will be organized and then given for children
to learn to participate positively in the
worship experience in the sanctuary. Children
up to 3rd grade may go downstairs for a time
of organized creative learning. The placement
and hiring of a screened child care provider is
recommended for consistency in the care of
infants and toddlers and for coordination of
this ministry.

3. Plans for Adult Education shall focus around
the message of the sermon and the use of
thematic books and resources that coincide
with the sermons.  Discipleship and faith
application will arise from the development
of these small groups that meet during
Sunday School, or may also develop in
people’s homes if people are so moved. The
first study would be “The Kingdom of God”,

and involves a book written by the pastor that
includes resources and questions for Scriptural
study and small group discussion. This resource
could be used from January 5th until May 18th.
The pastor would provide these at a cost of $5
each. A midweek study/small group will likewise
develop for those seeking to go deeper and for
those wanting to make up for missing the Sunday
group. The pastor plans on leading such a group
on Wednesdays from 5:45 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. at
the parsonage (prayer time will conclude these
meetings and will replace the current meetings on
Wednesday night).

4. Plans for Children’s Education shall focus
upon the children growing in faith by learning
and applying God’s word in Scripture and
discovering the love of Jesus in their lives.
The younger children Pre K to grade 3 will
conclude the “Godly Play” time during
worship with a snack downstairs. The
Sunday School classes for children Pre K to
High School youth will then meet from 11:45
a.m. until 12:30 p.m. As space becomes
available for children and youth to meet in the
old chapel building, transitioning will take
place to utilize this space. The current plans
are to use the “Godly Play” curriculum for
the classes that range from Pre-K up to Third
Grade; The curriculum for older elementary to
High School youth classes would be
Cornerstone Publisher’s rotational curriculum
based on Howard Gardner’s multiple
intelligences.

5. In time, develop periodic, or focused, mid-
week programs that meet to reinforce a
church-wide theme or season of learning.
Develop ministries for all ages that focus on
growth through applied discipleship in
service, support and shared interests.
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ABWM News
Following the World Mission Conference
2014, which will be held July 21-25 at
Green Lake, AB Women’s Ministries will

hold an Intergenerational Retreat, July 26-29, also at
Green Lake instead of the national women’s
conference. Also AB Women’s Ministries will be
hosting a Cruise to the Bahamas, September 19-22.
As details on the retreat and/or the
cruise are available, they will be
posted on: www.abwministries.org.

“Glorify the Lord with me:
Let us exalt His name together.”

Psalm 34:3

Visitation
The Visitation Team is up and running with the goal of
visiting as many people in the congregation as we can.
In groups of two, we have already made some visits
and plan to resume visits after the first of the year.  We
promise to call before we come and we will stay no
more than a half-hour.  You don’t need to prepare any
food or clean your house…we’re just coming to visit!
Don’t be surprised if you get a call.

Twila Wanamaker, Mark Wanamaker, Irving Smith,
Mike Gwinn, Mary Zellner, Linda Blades, and Pastor Scott

REFRESHMENT HOSTS NEEDED
Fellowship hosts are needed for our Fellowship time
after the service. Please check your calendar and
speak to Patricia Foster if you are able to serve as
host or hostess. Thank you.

Attention Youth and
Youth Leaders
The youth in the American Baptist Churches in the
Samuel Stillman Association gather together the first
Saturday of each month, unless noted, from 4 PM to
7 PM.  Gatherings are hosted by the churches in the
association.

December 7, 2013
Christmas Party
Somerville Community Baptist Church
31 College Ave.
Somerville, MA  02144

TBD
January 4, 2014
February 1, 2014
March 1, 2014
April 5, 2014
May 3, 2014

May 30 - 31, 2014
SSA Youth Retreat
Grotonwood Camp and Conference Center
167 Prescott St.
Groton, MA  01450

The purpose of the Gatherings is for youth to get
together to worship, hear a missionary speaker, do
Bible study, play games, and have fun, and fellowship
over supper.  If you are a church in the Stillman
Association--and First Baptist Bedford, you are-- and
would like to host a Youth Gathering, contact Bonnie
Sestito, 781-641-1095 or bfs35@hotmail

We extend our love and heartfelt sympathy to Mike
Gwinn, and family, on the loss of Mike’s father in
November. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Mike
and his family.
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Special Church Meeting
Please plan to attend a Special Church
meeting on December 8th after worship
service. The Ministry Team invites the church to
discuss new formats for ministry at FBC.  See
page 3 for details.

Women’s Fellowship

The Women’s Fellowship will be held on
Monday, December 9 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Parsonage. We will have our Christmas
Cookie Swap. Marion Bryan will chair and lead
the devotional, and we will all bring cookies to
swap.  The focus will be on fun and fellowship.
All women of the church are invited.

Evening in Bethlehem

What if we had an outreach opportunity like VBS in
the middle of the winter that is open to children and
adults of all ages?  How about if we take that
opportunity to reach out into the community in the
season of Advent? We are planning an “Evening in
Bethlehem” complete with carpenters shops, bead
shop, spice shop, etc.  At the same time, we will
have a live Nativity going on.  The event is planned
for Saturday, December 14.  Please speak with Linda
Blades or Pastor Scott if you are willing to help.  It
would be wonderful if we could get everyone
involved in some way to bring the baby Jesus to
those in our community who do not know him yet.

Linda Blades
Youth and Family Ministry

Nominating Committee

It’s that time of year again when we start to
make plans for the coming year.

Everyone is asked to pray and consider how
you would like to serve First Baptist Church in
2014. If you would like to serve as an officer or
a member of the Board, please speak to Jean
Smith, Acting Chair of the Nominating
Committee.

PECANS Available

Whether pronounced peecans or puh-kahns they are
dee-licious. The Women's Fellowship makes them
available by the pound. Large pieces are $10, slightly
smaller halves at $11. See Marion Bryan. They are
going fast.
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 FLOWERS for DECEMBER, 2013
If you wish to place flowers on the piano, please
indicate on the Flower Chart in the narthex the date
and name(s) of those you are remembering or
honoring. Flowers cost $15.

 Please remember to put your payment in an envelope
marked “Flowers” and place it in the Offering plate.

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER
GROUP and SCRIPTURE MEDITATION

The Wednesday evening Prayer Group meets at the
church on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. All are urged to
attend and lift up your prayer requests.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
WORSHIP
If you can help with Worship Assistant or Communion
Service, please speak to Linda Blades.

Please speak to Mentha or OJ Johnson if you are
available to serve as an usher.

CHURCH  OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Pastor Scott will be in his church office on Tuesday
and Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
He will be available on a regular basis during these
hours. He is also available by appointment and by
calling or texting 810-348-1382. Pastor Scott’s e-mail
address is scotteagle7@aol.com.

Church Office Secretary – Kelsey Stevens is
happy to help in any way with church communi-
cations and information as the church secretary at
781—275-8151. She is normally available on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings at the church
office.

Kay Barbieri Family
Annie Bombard (Twila’s Mother)
Richard Dickie
Ken & Carol Draper
Bob and Barbara Magovern
Laureen and Destini Moniz & Family
Rachel & Ed  Murphy
Gloria Pass
The Russell Family
Ruby Wiggett
People of the Philippines
The New Korean Fellowship
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Amazon Fundraiser
Please don't forget to place all of your Amazon
orders via the church web site, fbcbedford.net.
All Amazon.com departments qualify for a
commission if ordered through our FBC
website. Thanks to Drew Kendra for setting
this up. Get a head start on your Christmas
shopping. All proceeds will go to the
parsonage refurbishment fund.

Deadline for JANUARY
“Friendly Visitor”

is
Sunday

DECEMBER 22nd

Please e-mail your news to Jean Smith or
Irving Smith.  You may e-mail Jean at

audjea@aol.com or Irving at
irvrevallion@aol.com

FBC Contacts
Minister             Rev. Dr. Scott Arnold

scotteagle7@aol.com
781-275-8151
Cell: 810-348-1382

Chair of Ministry Team: Laureen Moniz
 Lmoniz6859@msn.com
Cell: 781-879-3830

Minister to Youth & Family:  Linda Blades
        Cell: 508-872-0797

Minister of Music:         Joan Mickel
         781-275-6404

Sunday, December 1
Open House at the Parsonage following worship

Sunday, December 8
Special Business Meeting after worship

“Messiah” Chorus
Tremont Temple

7 p.m.

Monday, December 9
Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party

7 pm
At the Parsonage/Arnold Home

Saturday. December 14
Outreach Event

“A Night in Bethlehem”
4 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Service

7 p.m.

Sunday, December 29
Kevin Mickel preaching

Sunday, January 5, 2014
Installation Service for

Pastor Scott Arnold
4 p.m.

Sunday, January 12, 2014
Martin Luther King, Jr. Service



8

December Birthdays

 6 Gloria P
 9 Ryan S
14 Mark S
18 Irving S
22 Ruth Mc

Did we miss your birthday??
Let us know!!

OTHER CHURCH ACTIVITIES

• Prayer Group at FBC
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

•  Eliot Community Residents
   Monthly on a Wednesday (TBA)

•  VA Hospital Ministry
      3rd Sunday of every month

December Anniversaries

27 Harold and Thelma R.

Did we miss your anniversary??
Let us know!!

Merry Christmas



DECEMBER 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 1st Sunday
   Advent
   Worship   
   Service 
  10:30 a.m.

2 3 4 Prayer Group   
6 p.m 

Music Practice 
7 p.m.

5 6 7 AB Youth 
Christmas Party 
Somerville 
Comm. Baptist 
4 to 7 p.m. 

8  2nd Sunday
   Advent
   Worship   
   Service 
  10:30 a.m.

9 Womenʼs 
Fellowship 
@Parsonage  

10 11 Prayer  
Group - 6 p.m 
Music Practice  
7 p.m.

12 13 14 “A Night in 
Bethlehem” 
4 to 7 p.m.

15 3rd Sunday
     Advent
    Worship   
    Service 
   10:30 a.m

16 17 18 Prayer  
Group - 6 p.m 
Music Practice  
7 p.m

19 20 21

22  4th Sunday
      Advent
     Worship   
      Service 
     10:30 a.m

23 24 Christmas     
Eve Service

       7 p.m.

25 Christmas 26 27 28

29 Worship   
      Service 
     10:30 a.m. 

30 31

DEADLINE FOR JANUARY NEWSLETTER -  DECEMBER 22nd
Calendar by www.calendarlabs.com


